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| Serpent of Deuts. 


Wherein i is nie the true Hiſto 


ry or Mappe of Romes onerthrowe, go- 


uerned by Auarice, Enuye, and Pride, the 
diecaye of Empires be they ne- 


uer ſo ſure. 


Adin brought ruine vnto Rome, 
that ragnde in Princes to their ouerthrowe: | 
Anarice, and Pride, with Enuies cruell doome, 
that zht their ſorrowand their lateſt woe. | 
England take heede, ſuch chaunce to thee . 
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To the Gentlemen Readers. 
Entle and frenaly Reader, 


Diogenes becing asked why Alexan- 
2) £42 dergreeuedat the Percians pride, he 
| then marching againſt Darias, anſwe- 
FF: red that they robbed him of his right, 
| Iz and the honor duc to him: by manna- 1 
0 ging his martiall affaires, and renows- 44 
med exploites. So if thou demaund why I publiſh out Ca. 26: 
lar in this ſimple manner, Ianſwer; that being not able to ui 
doo as Iwould,I muſt doo as I can: therfore I yeeld Thaue 1 
deſpovled him of his honor as the Perſians Alexander be- 1 
ing ſo merritorius of fame and renowne deſerued at the 4 
gates or doores of death: but to ſaye ſomewhat to the pur- 
poſe, though not altogether ſo much as thou expecteſt: 
cannot though Lwould paint him foorth in bare cullours, 
yet I know his vallour hath blazend his owne perpetuall 
honour in England, in Oyle cullours, hich are of longeſt 
conttnuance: for note when he entred Brutes Albion, atter 
called Brittaine, and now of late England: in memoty of his 
name, what rare monuments erected he after he had con- 
quered Caſsibilean of Albion, and made this Land paye 
yeerclye vnto Rome zooo. poundes tribute, then builded 
he Douer, with the two famous Citties, Canterburye and. 
Rocheſter, the Tower of London, the Caſtell and the 


Townot Ceſarisbury, now named Salisbury and more ac- 
cording to his owe name, he cdified Cefar-cheſter, after 
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called for brevities ſake Chicheſter, and after the ſtrong v 
Caſtell of Exeter. * | 
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In the meane ſpace his prefixed time was paſt, and he re- 
turning to Rome ieceiued his ouerthrow, which heerafter 
tolloweth: as for Marcus Craſſus and proud Pompei, men- 
cion of them is alſo made, and very difficulte it is when the 
vpholder of their weale is oucrthrowne by priuie conſpi- 
racies: but ſuch is the Serpent oſ deuiſion, ſowing the ſeeds 
of ſubtilty, and with all harty ſorrow thereunto 8 
and annexed: I ſhall not neede then heere to make a rehear- 
fall of that which followeth, let it ſuffiſe affable Reader, 
thou ſit thee downe and patientlye with a Mer-waides eye 
peruſe this {mall volume, or rather Mappe of Romes ouer- 
chrowe, and thou wilt finde if thou compare our ſtate with 

EKRomes, to be no leſſe in danger and dread: I could if 1 
would ſet dovene the whole: Conqueſtes of Iulius, but it 
would ſmall auaile, ſith it followeth more at large: onlye 

arme thy minde with patience, heere ſnalt thou ſee the au- 
thors of ruine, and the gaine ſelfe- will bringeth, robbing 
their hartes of all caſe and comſort. | 
Heere ſhalt thou ſee alſo if with content thou peruſe it, 
the wofull Tragedie of Gorboduc, and Ferrex and Porrex 
his two Sonnes, as it was preſented before tbe Queenes 
Maieſtie by the Gentlemen of the inner Temple, this with 
other no leſſe profitable then delightſome, I commit 
to be cenſurde of thee, and loath to hold thee 
too long with cerious diſcourſe: 
I take my leaue. 
"als 
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The Kren of Beulen 


DS auncient M. riters in their 


Retoꝛds and large vollumes make mens 
tion, when the noble and famous Cittie 
13 of Kome was molt ſhining in her felictty, 
and ſplendant in her glozye: like as it is 
remembꝛed in the bokes of olde antiqui⸗ 
tie, in the cherfeſt pꝛide of her foundaton, 
| | When the walles were raiſed and crectev 
on bigh by the manly and pꝛudent willes of Remus and Romulus, 
thoſe louing Bꝛothers: the Cittie ſtode vnder the gouernaunce 
ol Bings, vntill the time that Tarquine Sonne to Tarqume, (urs 
named the pꝛoude: did the monſtrous outrage and inceſtious | 
rape of Lucrece the faire, wife to the woazthye Senatour Colla- 
tine, in the puniſhing of which hainous ill, by the manly purſuite 
ofthe nere Neuewes of Collatine, and full aſſent and decre of 
the whole Senate: the name ol Ringes ther ceaſcdin the Cittie 
of Rome fo euer, and all the royallp;ogeny of Tarquine was pꝛo⸗ 
ſcript and put in euerlaſting exile: when after by the pzudent ad⸗ 
alle of the Conſull and Senate, the Citie was gouerned between 
Counſellers, and ſo contmued vnto the time that Pompei ſurna⸗ 
med the pꝛoude, was returnde home from the late Conqueſt 
of Tre, which by warres, Artillery and maine fozce he had made 
ſubiect vnto the Empire of X92, wheras with great wozthines 
of fame and magnificent pompe he was receiued and welcomde, 
inſomuch that foz his great noblenes he was admitted e ſelected 
one of the thze foz to gouern the Cittie:the other two renowned 
and noted foz manlpe pzoweſſe, was Julius Cæſar, and Marcus 
Craflus, and by that meanes was the name of Counſailers con- 
uerted to the names of Dicato2zs,which was at that time an ofs 
fice pertinent to Pzinces to rule oner other: and fog a ſpeciall 
cauſe this office of a Didtatoz, by decree and aſſent of all the cs 
nato, was committed vnto the: that if one offended, the other 
twain ſhouldbemighty and ſtrong, ſeuerely to cozrec the third: 


und an other rauſe was this, while twain were buſicd in warte, 
te third „ rw and thus all the while they 


were 
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were of one hart, one "A = voide of Tock among thews 
ſelues: Rome triumpht in honoꝛ, and flawed in all pe olperitie, but 
ſo ſone as kalſehode and Auerice did bzing in Wide and vaine 
Ambition: that contagious Serpent of Deuiſion eclipſed the 
bꝛight Sunne beames of her woꝛthineſſe. 

Do the intollerable pꝛide of the part of Iulius, and after of the 
ſaide Komainc Statue, that contagious ſinne Couetoulnes inter⸗ 
medled with Enuie, on the partie of Pompei, making the Cittie 
of Rome fully waſte and voide: not only ot their innumerable ri⸗ 
ches from their royall Cofers, but cauſed them alſo to be barrain 
and deſlolate of their men, whom as befoze of their wozthineſſe, 
Lnighthod, and Chiualrie, they were incomparable. 

And ſinally the falſe deuiſion amongſt themſelues was moe 
impoꝛtable vnto them, and cauſed moze the ruine and deſolation 
of the Cittie, then when they warred with all the wozlde: as this 
Stoꝛp ſhall in ample manner expꝛeſſe, and to conuep b2cfely the 
pꝛoſſes of this matter, ve ſhall vnderſt and: that Marcus Craſſus 
Ditdatour was ſent to the partes ofthe Nozth, with ſir legions, 
and elected limghtes againſt that mighfye and puiſſant Paince, 
the Bing and Loꝛd of Part hes. And the manly vidoz Iulius Cæſar 
with other ſire legions of hardy Komaines, was ſent down paſſing 
the huge boandes of Cbardy, diſcendang downe the high Alpes 
and marching downe by the large Plaines of Semanie and Al. 
/ maig/1e, till by open Conqueſt and by fozcehe bꝛought all Fraunce 
into ſabiection,and all the Land of Brgoyne, Brabant, Flaunders. 
and /d, in which Conqueſt he continued, til almoſt theſpace 

of his Luſter was wall ed out, meaning his time, fo tearmed 
then of the Lom, the length of ſiue peers, and whoſoe uer paſſed 
that time by aux occaſion of bꝛoiles abꝛoad, oꝛ conqueſts nœre at 
home: and not returned to Koe at his dated dape, and limited 
ſeaſon: he J (ay was then koꝛe / iudged as arch Rebell and meere 
enemyc te Rome. | 
But this famous and manlye-Dicato2, 02 rather puinant 
and molt high Conquerour lulius, pꝛudently holding in his opini⸗ 
on, that time loſt, while Foztnne is ſmiling and beſtowing her 
fauours,he thꝛough the contagious occaſion of negligence and 
floath, is after hardlye fobe 8 wherefoze of Bnighthod 
And 
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aud manlpe pꝛoweſſe, he did ſet the Romaines ſtatutes alide, and 
fulix purpoſed in haut pe hart, to paſſe the bounds and time of his 
Luſtre, and to enfoꝛce him ſelle with his pickt and choſen guard, 
to winne the beautious boundes of Brittaine, and ouerſaile by 
foꝛte the welt part of our Occean, but foz all his illuſtrious pꝛide 
and hautie deſires:he was twiſe beaten off at his arriuall, by the 
woꝛt hy pzowelleof the Brittame Ring, called by the name of Caſ- 
libelan, and plainelpe without fauoar fo declare and ſpeciſie 
the truety, he might neuer atteine his hartes deſire in ſo great a 
tonqueſt, till the ouer raſh Ring Caſsibelan # Androgenes Duke 
of Cornewall, fell at debate and diſcoꝛde among themſelues, wher⸗ 
by I map well conclude, that whiles vaity and louc tod vndefi- 
led and vndeuided in the boundes of Brutaine, the mightye lulius 
was quite vnable to vanquiſhe the leaſt parte of them, by Which 
example therfoze you may euidentipe conſider and ſe, that enupe 
and meer mutanies, eſpeciallp mongſt noble mindes, is the oꝛigi⸗ 
nall tauſe of d perriſhing of pꝛouinces, and of other regions: their 
deſtruction and diſſolucion. Fo2 when lulius by the fauour of An- 
drogenes retouered arriuall into Brittaine, in Corne wall ſide,ſhozts 
lye after Caſsibelan the Ring, pꝛoudlpe and pet Bnightlye, met 
wth him, between whom during a time ther was amoztall war, 
but like as it is eſpetiallpe remembzed and recoꝛded by the apte 
waiting of that moſt woꝛthy graduate Euſebcus, the ſame daye 
when lulius and Caſsibelan entountred other in the feelde, this 
| worthy Brittaine Bing had a woꝛthye warriour to his Bꝛother, 
who with his Swozd, with dolone · right blowes, neuer ceaſed to 
oppꝛeſſe the pꝛoude Romaine Defendant n nightes, ſo farre fozth 
that they fled and eſchewed his Swoꝛd as their death. Fo2 as 
he went, there was no reſiſtance: and this continued ſo long, that 
the Romaines were not able to wage long warre, but with woe 
and grefe to ſpeake it, when he was wearied in fight, and paſt 
his ſtrength to do moꝛe manly pꝛoweſſe: by croked miſhappe he 
met the Romaine Iulius, which t wa, egerlp aſſaulting other, met 
with no little wonder, and fiercely maintainde battaile like Ly 
ons and Tigers ſeazing other with foming fuſkes, vea, woun⸗ 
ding other moff moxtallye;tillſodamely the glompe heauens be⸗ 
gan to frowne, and Iulius with a downe right blowe, claue his 
AO - body 
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bodpe in partes, whoſe name J ul in Recoades to be ne 
| other man then the Brother to the Brittame ning, vnhappye 
 Caſvibulan: the death of whome the Brittaines mourned many a 
dap, and by whoſe end lul us was made vicozious, Calsibelan be⸗ 
ing bzought in ſubiecion vnto the Empire of Kome, and after con- 
ſtrained by Cæſar to paye tribute tha thouſand poundes enerye 
veere. And in the ſigne of this conqueſt and victozye, Iulius Cz- 
ſar edified in this land foz aperpetuall memozye,to put his * 
in remembꝛante, the ſtrong Caſtell named Douer, the two 

ties of fame Canterbury and Rocheſter, the Mower of London, the 
- Caſtcll and the towne of Ce/ar:5bxrye which now is called by the 
name of Sa/:5burye: and moe, he ediſied eſar-cheſter,that now is 
called CHicheſter, with the Caſtell of Exeter. 

And in the meane time that Cæſar had entirelpe the gouerne- 
ment of Brutes Albion, his fellowe Marcus Craſſus of whome is 
made mention befoze,was ſlaine in the Eaſt parte of the wozlde, 
while he made moſt cruell warre againſt the fierce people of P 
the, and fo; his greedy vnſt anche able thirſte of Couetoulnes, dis 
enemies llewe him in this manner. 

They with a gag pꝛopt vp his two jawes, and info his wide 
open mouth and thꝛoat. powꝛed inmonlten golde, ſaying to him 
tzzheſe wozdes while other did the deede, Aurum ſitii ſti, aurum bi- 
be, meaning, thou haſt thirſted after Golde all thy life time, now 
dꝛinke Golde and dye Loe here vou map tonſider the ſhozte and 
the momentary end of this couetous warriour: and to pꝛeſent 
vou with moꝛe matter of mone, lulia the wife of Pompei, and 
Daughter to Cæſar, ſhoꝛtly after died of a Childe,foz which cauſe 
Pompeius pretended to finde a cauſe to reugke Cæſar againe to 
Rome, by aſſent and decree of all the Senats, to the entent that he 
- ſhould come in perſon to reuenge in all haſte, the late death of his 
freendly fellowe Marcus Craſſus, befoꝛe violently ſlaine. 

Now Pompet hauing a ſecret, bꝛed in his conceite, leaſt that 
Iulius ſhould ware fo mighty in his conqueſt, that he might not ve 
oquall of power noꝛ able to reſiſt him in his repaire: and fearing 
alſo in his imagination leaſt Iulius would ofpzeſumptious pꝛide 
vſurpe-by ttranny and take vpon him the rule and domination of 
. Conquerour [uhusperceiuing y p frawdulent rat 7 
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ning of Pompei of the one fide, and the compaſſed vcights of the 


Senate of yother ſide, aduiſedly gaue foz anſwere,that he would 


accompliſhe and perfoꝛme his conqueſt which he had begun, and 
then humbly at their requeſt returne to his natiue home againe, 
and thus the fire of Enay began to kindle, enducing ſucceſliuelype 
warre and debate among themſelues, and herupon without de⸗ 
lay to execute their purpoſe, and euidentlpe to ſhewe the ende cf 
their entent, Pompei and the Senate of one aſſent, without re⸗ 
ſpit oz deliberation, iudged Cæſar guilty of diſobe diente, as a re- 
bell and traitour to Rome: and vpon him p2zonounced this ſevere 
ſentence ofexile.and pꝛeſcription foꝛ euermoze,but Iulius not con⸗ 
fideringnozhauingno manner of euidence, ne ſuſpition ot this 


malitious conſpiracie that Pompei and the Senate wꝛougbt in- 


iuriouſſꝑ againſt him, but as innocent of their enuious mallice. by 
god and dilligent diliberation of entent, ſent his Ambaſſadours, 


E not to his Sonne in Lawe Pompei,but vnto the woꝛthy aſſem⸗ 


bly of the Senate, and to all other of the Cittizens ofthe cittie, 
requiring them of equety and right, that foz his merritozious de⸗ 
ſarte they would not be contrary againſt him, noꝛ foꝛ no occaſion 
of wilfulnes to deny vnto him his cuſtomable guirdon the which 
was due of olde antiquitie to be giuen to Conqueronrs, but that 
they would freely and vntompelled graunt him & put him in pol - 
ſeſſion of the victozious Palme and triumphe, which ſo long by 
Iiniahfly labour and manly diligence he had fo2 the encreace and 
the augmenting of the common p;offit of all the Empire of Rome 
— foz: therfoae foꝛ tu ſpecific and declare the honour and 
umphe whilome vied in Rome. 

ns ſhall vnderſtand that triumphes by diſcription is as 
much to ſaye,as a treble gladnes,oz elſe a ſinguler ercellency of 
top in th2e manner of waies o2deined foz victo2s, which thꝛough 


|| bighrenowne andinanly foztitude had bzought Citties and alſo . 


Kingdomes by way of Knightly conqueſt, to be ſubic a and tribus 
toꝛie to the Empire and tate of Rome. the firſt of the thꝛe wwz- 
ſhips done to Conquerours was this. Firſte at his repaire vnto 
the Cittie,all the people of high andlow eftate ſhould with great 
loye and reuerente in their beſt and richeſt array met him on the 
waye, the ſecond was this, * all the Pzifoners and they that 


were 


& wereincoptiotiehont fettred and manacled goe round about 
muironing his Chariot,fome betfoze,ſome on p ſides,and (ome be- 
hindc:and the third wozſhip was, that the Conquerour ſhould be 
clad in a purple Pantle of their God lupiter,+ (ct in a Chariot of 
Colde, with a Crowne of Lawzell vpon his head and about his 
neche a manner of a circle made of golde alſo in ſimilitude of a 
Palme, and if ſo that his Conqueſt were perfourmed and accom- 
pliched without d woꝛd oz ſhedding of blod, the ſhould the circle 
be foꝛged without pꝛick, and if otherwiſe his vidoꝛy was fliniſhed 
bycruell fate and twles of warre, then ofcuſfome his circle oz his 
pedoꝛall was foꝛged all full of harpe picks like thoznes,to ſhew 
that there is no Conqueſt accompliſhed fully to the end by mede- 
tation of warre, without there be felte and founde the ſharpenes 
_ of aduerſitie,and that after by death oz elſe by pouertie: and this 
royall Chariot oz ſeate of ſtate to be dzawne with fower white 
Stedes,th2ough the chefeStretes of the Cittie, tothe Cappi⸗ 
tall, he hauinga Septer in his hand, richly deuiſed,and on the top 
therofin ſigne of victozy,an Eagle of Gold emboſt with Topais, 
.Saphires,Diamonds, Rubies,and rich Carbuncles: and then as 
gaine contrartly to ſhew that all wozldly glozy is tranſitozy and 
not permanent, as alſo euidentiꝑ to declare that in high eſtate is 
no trance, there was ſet at the back ofthe conquerour behinde 
in the goulden Chariot, the moſt vnlikely Perſon and the moſt 
wꝛetch that in anycountrye might be found, dilligured and clad 
in moſt vgly and monſtrous manner that any man could deuiſe: 
and amid all the claimour and noiſe of the People to exclude the 
falſe ſurqued2y,vaine gloꝛp, and idle pꝛaiſes, this ſoule andvglye | 
wzetch ſhould of cuſtome Ccike the conquerour on the head and 
necke, ſaying to him in greeke theſe two woꝛdes (notys yolytos) 
which is as much as if he ſaide Knowe thy ſelfe: which heweth 
him that he noz none other fo2 ſuch'wozldipe gloꝛpe ſhould af all 
war pꝛoude: and that day it waslawfull without puntſhment to 
enery man ofhye oꝛ lowe eſtate, to ſay to him that was victour, 
what he would: whether it were ofhonour oꝛ wozſhip.ofrcp2afe 
o2 !Hame: and it was ſo admitted fo2 this cauſe, that he ſhould 
duely x truely conſtder that there is no earthly glozpe may fullpe 
0 auured: without the deepe danger of Foztune, and to declare 


the 
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1 the difference betwene triumphes and Tropheum,3 begin thus. 

Triumphe is a full and plaine onercomming ot ent mics in fight, 
| and T2opheumn ts, when a man putteth his foes to flight, with⸗ 
out fozce oꝛ ſtroke of fatall Sdwozd: but touching this benour as 
fozementioned, which Iulius required a demaunded as his right, 


|  whichheheld: merritozious, and therefoze due: then Fompe! 


2; 2 


with the ful! conſent ot all the Senate denied it all, in one voice 


to thoſe his Ambaſſadours,anſwering b2afly e withallſherpely, 
be ſhould not be accepted there vnto any ſuch honoz: but plamely 
tyey gaue him to vnderſt and in their replye,that he rather deſer⸗ 


ued death: alleadging againſt him, that he was both Rebell and 


Craitour tu the ſtatutes and edict of Rome. 
But when lulus clerely conceiued the ſhoꝛte and ſharpe an⸗ 


ſwere of the Senate, and of his Donne in Law Pompei,therebe- 


gan to kindle freſhe coales of enuye in Celars hart, to be auenged 


of vnnaturall P ompei, foz ſo he thought him: and as Lucan tel- 
leth in his Poeticall diſcourſes, the denping of lulius his purchaſt 
honoz wonne amongſt a thouſand haight ſhining Swozdes;was 
the che&fe ground and occaſion of all the war that after began in 


Rome: but Lucan waitcth that there were thꝛie eſpeciall cauſes of 
their ſuddaine deuiſion amongſt themſelues : pꝛouing by reaſon . 
that in thoſe thꝛe it muſt nerds be, that the felicitie of Rome mult . 


ol foꝛce detap, and theſe are they enſuing. . 


Firft, he ſaith it was neceſſary that ſuch adverſitie Gould fall 
to Rome. Setondly, be ſaith it was conſuetudinary: and laſtiy he 


& 
/ 


Caith it was voluntary, Firſte that it was neteſlarye, he pꝛoueth x: 


by example ot nature in this manner: that like as Phocbus the 
Dunne when he arriſeth in the oꝛient, and by his ſucceſſiue courſe 
aͤſtendeth into the higheſt pointe of the mid day @phere; and of 
his kinde and naturall courſe 1 diſcend, and hath his golden 
treſſed hoꝛns in ů weſtern waues, and then dimmeth e darkneth 


our emeſphery by the abſenceof his light: and alſo when the gol- 


den waine of Titan from the aire is whirled vp to p higheſt tow⸗ 
er ol his aſcention, in the celeſtiall ſigne of the Crab, and then by 


the mighty compelling of natures right, he is conſtrained to di ⸗ 

tend do lone and auaile his Chariote, euen fo ſemblablye there is 

no wozldly — ſo bzight no2 cltere ſhining in earth but that 
VU. 


ſome⸗ 
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| ſometimes it muſt encline and auaile 2 ſone as he hath 
obtained to the higheſt and the moſt famous pointe of his aſſen⸗ 
tion, fo; like as the flowe — . ſturdy waues 
to the higheſt, ſodainly followeth an ebbe and maketh it fall a- 
gaine: in the ſame ſozte, when any tempoꝛall pꝛoſperitie is moſt 
flowing in felicitie, then is a ſodaine eb of aduerſitie.greatiy to be 
feared:alſo in the ſame mannoꝛ as you may well diſcearn by the 
exe, in Trees and Pearbes, that when their Lertue by the in⸗ 
fluence. of the Dunne, is after the colde Winter: in Ver by 
little and little allendeth into bzaunches and bowes, and cau⸗ 
eth them foꝛ to bud and bloſſome newe: and in Yearbes maketh 
luſtye and freſhe colours newlye to appetre: And mozeouer by 
p2oceſſe of time, with her holeſome baulme apparrelleth the with 
many butious cullours, as red, white, grerne, and then anon after 
in diſcenſe of Apollo, the Sun alaieth againe into the ſame rat: 
fo there is no felicitie oz happines ſo freſhe and flow2ing, but as 

ſone as the ſhining Sunne ol her gloꝛy (meth molt clere, then 
ere they can take herd they be robbed and bereft of their great ho⸗ 
not, and plunged downe by occaſion of ſome aduaerſitie: either by 
fickneſſe 02 by deathe: and thus the firſte cauſe is naturall, and 
with all neceſſarpe, and that all wozldly pompe ſhall paſſe, Lucan 
bath pzoued by reaſonable andplaine diſcourſes: then touching 
the ſecond cauſe,which is called tuſtomable and confuetudinary, 
pou map conſider, that euer of cuſtome it happeneth thus, when 
the wilfull and blinde goddeſſe of varia. ice hath enhaunced a man 
” Higheſt vpon her wherle, with a ſoddaine ſigh ſhe plungeth him 
do bene againe: and maketh his fall moꝛe vnfoꝛtunate, then he in 

all his cherte happines thought him ſelfe moft foztumate. 

Teuident examples ve map ſe oflinges/and Pꝛinces, ſomes 
time liuing as we are: now touching the third cauſe of the de⸗ 
ſtrudion ofthe Cittie, Lucan calleth it voluntarpe, which is as 
much to ſape, plaine wilfulnes, without any gi cund of reaſon: 
' fo2 only of wilfulnesthcy were ſo blinde, that they knewe not 
themſelues, but thought themſelaes ſo aſſured in their felicitie, 
that they might not by occaſion of aduerſitie be once diſturbed 


noꝛ at al put out therof: and thus thzough falſe opimvs they were 
made ſo wilkull, that none nn . the other. And thus of 
contra⸗ 
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contrarious dilcoꝛde among themſelues only of voluntarye,they 
ſtode diſſeuered and deutded, which was one of the pꝛincipall cc- 
caſions of their deſtruction! andtherefoze Lucagnameth this vo- 


Romaines among themſelues ſtwd inſuch controuerſie, that they 
ſtd in doubt to which parte fo encline and yslde. And compendi⸗ 


oullye-to declare of all thecanſcs of deuiſion, how the war which 


is called bellum ciuile, as acinillmutanye among themſelues,fog 
the clacre pꝛoſſes of which: Kirſte, pe ſhall conſider, that lulius 
plainelpe enfourmed ofthe malicious conſpiratie compaſſed and 
wꝛought againft him, as he in his repaire out of bio, palſed the 
bo wnds of Almaigne, and had attained the bye Alpes, which of 
Authozs are called the huge froſty hilles and bownds of Zu-bar- 
2 , and ſo holding his paſſage by the ſwifte floud, of Lucan called 
ubicon, there appeared to him an ancient Lady ſad and penſtue, 
in a mantle of dzeadfull black, her ſometimes golden haire chan⸗ 
ged to white, her lokes whereon whilome Venus ſatte in mas 
ieſtie, now long viſſagde rather reſembling Dipſas,, whoſe age 
was mozethenas pet J read of any woman, and to be ſhoꝛt, this 
woman with conſtraint of her late woe, euen vpon the time whe 
the black night had ouerſpzead the louely ethera with y bozder 
of her vgly glomy Cope: this wofull Lady in this manner on her 
knees began her lamentable complaint. 
| O you wozthyemen at armes moſt renownd of fame, alas 
whether purpoſe pe with your mightye fozce to paſſe? oz where 
think vou to fix pour Standards, oz diſplay your Tnſignes? alas, 
againſt whome are ve tome to execute the moztall hate that fla- 
meth in your hartes, oꝛ againſt whom purpoſe vou in this marti⸗ 
all manner to pꝛoue pour might: reme 


foꝛ noble and woꝛthy Knightes of the Cittie, then ſhew not pour 
ſelues now enemies to the Empire. by whoſe wo 
paſt it hath ben ſuſtained, and mightily ſuppoꝛted againſt allher 
enemies: but alas conſider in vour hartes the noble and the pꝛu⸗ 


_ if is lawfullfoz none to paſſe this ſtreame il he be moztall e- 
B ty. | © nemye 


lunt arp, inſomuch it is founded on will, and ſo by a cauſe neceſſa⸗ 
rye, a cauſe conſuetudenarp: and the laſt cauſe voluntarpe, the 


ber Jpzay vou, that pon 
be vpholden by the Senate of Nome, and pour ſelues accounted 


zthines in times 


dent ſtatutes of the pollecie of Nome, which plainelpe IS 
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nemye and Rebell vnto Rome, now then you that haue berne fv | 
long time frends,and ſo wozthelye maintainde the honoz of the 
Cittie,withdzawe your ouer raſh ſteppes, and haſtenotto falt 
vnto pour owne ruine, but let god deliberation reſtraine pour 
willes, whome wilfulnes leades headlong to confuſion: not to 
your ſelues onlp, but to the ruine of the Cittie, by the ſhedding 
of much blond which is likely to enſue. | 

And when this Lady had bz&tclye expzcſed the ſumme ofher 
ſentence, without mo2e terimonies, ſhe ſodainly departed: which 
lulius ſ&tng, partely diſmaied at this vncouth aparance,reſtrets 

ned his halle, and made his Souldiers to fetch their Tentes ends 
long o2c the Stronde vpon the hinder partes of the Riuer, and in 
a meane twirt feare and fozward marching,ſkanding fil in pen⸗ 
tue manner, ſaide in this wile, | | 
O thou mighty lupiter, vnder whoſe demain Vulcanus foꝛgeth 
the dzeaofull ſounds of thunder, and cauſcth harts to ariſe in iuſt 
quarrells, and ch ye Gods and Goddeſſes that whulome had the 
gouetment of our Aunteſtouts in 7, and O ve noble Cods Re- 
mus and Romulus, the famous founders of the Cittie of Rome, J 
as humble Hubiea to your Dietie, fall lowe beſ@ching.you, and 
entirely entreate pen ofequitie and right, in b faucurable to 
pꝛomote my true quarell and iuſt cauſe, and beninglipe of pour 
bounteons godnes to fauour 4 foztune the high enterpꝛiſe which 
ot iuſt title J purpoſe fo2 life oʒ henoꝛable death thꝛough pour fas 
uours to erccute { but not as enempe nozRebell to me, but as 
a true Ciftizen and a pꝛoued Knight ſuffer me gentle Gods and 
Goddeſſes to perſeuer with expedition, that nne as J haue deſet⸗ 
ned, J may be wozthely receiued, making a fir me pꝛoteſtation 
that not as enemy but as friend and ſubie a to Ke, wilt be al⸗ 
waies found l edfaſt and true, whereloꝛe ve noble Þenatours of 
Rome, J require vou of my right, that cauſeles ye admit nothing 
againſt me by the name ot gilte, in ſo much J come with ſtrong 
and mighty hand, and that —— not the boundes of the im⸗ 
periall franehile, making a full pꝛoteſtation that onlye with 


à cleane conſcience,not infected with follp, noꝛ intricated with no 
cull meaning. fo2 that Jcome to you to be reteiued as pour wel 


Ong friend, no moztall doe, daring alſo to hold him apr hrs 
ebe 


he be fo; archi enemy to pour — and me: ſo that my merritos. . 
rious guirdon which J haue in my conqueſt deſerued,be not deni- 
ed me: J am then and euer will be foz life 02 death a true Knight 
to your Cittie, to my liues end. 

And foꝛthwith making no delay, like a Lyon not diſmaide oz 
affrighted;firſt of all in his owne perſon he paſt the River, which 
Riner as Lucan remembzeth, the ſame inſtant at his comming 
contrary to it cuſtomable courſe, was raiſed on hye vnto a great 
floud, and all the white ſnowye Alps were diſſolued into water 
with the heate of Phœrbus rates, whereby the Rtuers in the val⸗ 
lies were ſo high raiſed, that no man might paſſe, but lubvs dil⸗ 
mated no whit, but like a conquerour aſſured him ſelfe in the pe⸗ 
ſence of all his woꝛthy knights, ſaide in this wiſe: here J leaue 
behinde me all the confederatics made twirt Lone and me, and 
bere Jleave all the freendſhip of olde antiquitie, and onlye now 
follow the ſteppes of Foztune, and with zcalous entent begin a 
rightfull warre,foz that by meditation of peace poffered on my 
ſide,J may not attaine to my title ot right, and without moꝛe des 
lape he marcht on, the multitude of his Anightes entred into the 
Cittie named Arme, a tittie pertinent ta Ke, And there he 
toke his firſt poſſeſſion of the Empire, none there was ſo hardy to 
reſiſt oz withſtand the furye ol his d woꝛd, and all this time the 
Romaines ſtanding in a doubt to which parte they ſhould encline, 
whether to Cæſar oꝝ to Pompei, foz of charitie that they had to 
their wines andchildzen, and to the olde ſtatutes of the Cittie, 
they were fauourable to Pompe,and cf feare they had of Cxſars 


| s woꝛd then at hand, they ſtod in ſo great doubt and feare, that 


ſoddainly they knew not beſt what to do. 

Loe how the moꝛtall enupe of twaine was cauſe and occaſion 
that the noble cittie which had almoſt all the wozlde in ſubie con 
and was called Ladye and Emp2{lTe ci all regions, was bzougbt 
into deſtraction, foꝛ in theſe two firſte began the deuiſion which 
neuer aſter might againe well be reſtoꝛed to vnitie and reconci be 
again, wherby ſeemeth vnto men that all pꝛudent Pꝛinces which 
haue tie due regiment of pꝛouinces and regions of wozth, would 
by this fake example how much vnitie and loue. mois anatle th 


_ deuiſion, J wil therfoze een an excellent erat ed ich 
Marius 
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Valerius letteth cas it is this. 
Mhat time the cittie of Rome tod in no little pomp, very like⸗ 
ly alſo to haue bene deuided, of a ſole debate that was ſuddenlye 
ST begun among themſelues, at that time there was a wiſe Philo⸗ 
ſopher amongſt them, which of his diſcrefion conſidered the great 
perrill,that was likely to followe, and though he would of wiſe⸗ 
dome make fruſtrate that which might enſue, he in pꝛelence of all 
the Loꝛds and Citizens, cauſed a Yozfe with a huge long e thick 
taile to be bzought foꝛth, commaunding the wightieſt champion 
to ſet on both his handes, and allape if by maine fozce he might 
pull of the taile at one ſtretch, and albeit he omitted no ſtrength 
fo; the perfourmance therof, yet in the end it would not pzeuaile: 
wherfoze this wiſe philoſopher called befoze the Senate the moſt 
impotent x lame man of al the cittie, and with age croked, com⸗ 
maunding him haire after haire to pull of the Yozſe taile, who 
did ſo, and left the Stede naked and bare, beholde quoth the Phi⸗ 
loſopher, that while the taile of the Boꝛſſe was whole and euerye 
haire conioynde with other, the mightieſt champion inthe deui⸗ 
ding it might not pꝛeuaile, but whe eucry haire was deuided and 
diſſeuered from other, he that was leaſt of power among you all, 
neuer lett til the taile was bꝛought to nothing, and the hozſe left 
dare, by which example ſaide the Philoſopher, pzudently aduerte 
and. wifely conſider,that as long as ve be one in pour ſelues, and 
of one minde and hart there is none ſo ſrong, that may auaile bs 
foʒte to attempt pour woozthineſſe, but as ſone as among pour 
ſelues one is krom other deuided, pour enemies though they be 
impotent of power, they ſhall in pꝛoceſſe of time pluck awape the 
faireſt feathers of pour woꝛthines. And by this example the phi⸗ 
loſopher reconciled the Xomames againe to vnitie and peace, and 
ſo baniſhed foule deuiſion from among themſelues. -| 
Now compendtoully to reſozte againe to dur matter, the Ro- 
maine: ſtanding in great controuerſie among themlelues, vnto 
which parte they ſhould cleaue, the Gods by many ſignes + pꝛog⸗ 
noſtitations declared vnfo them, the great miſchcefthat was like 
to enſue: foʒ there appered many ſtrange ſights, as blazing Cos 
mets, which are ſeldome ſ&ne but foꝛetell the falles of Pꝛintes, 
and men t. d aire with flaming * caſting = p 
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are Dartes and charpe hoked arrowes, hol ing in the aire, and 


eſpecially ther appered a large Commit of ſtremes, whoſe bꝛan⸗ 
ches reacht on the foure plagues on the firmament, and the Sun 


alſo when he ſhone moſt bzight in the meredionall plague, the day 


ſodainely turned to night, and the pale Mone againſt the com⸗ 


mon courſe of her kinde, ſodainly was eclipſed of her light, and 
further the ſ& Circle was on the ſodaine alſo turned into blond, 
all the Bounds in the cittie of Nome left their barking, and how⸗ 


led and grinned as ſigne of great ſozrow that was to come, and 


alſo the ſuperſtitious ſier which continually burned in the Tem⸗ 
ples of their Gods, called Veſta, the ſame flames euer being 


bꝛight vpon her Aulters: by the which fiers of the olde time was 


|  p2ophecied,that asſone as it denided and parted, as it did then: 


that the feaſtes and ſolemnities of Rome ſhould ceafe. And like 
as the ſmoakes of the funerall fiers of the Theban Bꝛetheꝛen de- 
parted at Thebes,enen fo the deuiding of fiers bpon the Komiſhe 
Alters,was a true ſigne and chew of their after deuiſion that fell 
among themſelues. 
Finallp, to declare to euery region, that wheras tye fier ot loue 
and charetie ſtandes deuided among themſelues, it is verye eui⸗ 
dent that without remedy it dꝛaweth to his deſtruction: alſo it is 
a ſure token that deuiſion ſhould follow, wht the foming waues 
of the Sea ſurmounted the height of Aehlantes hilles: likewiſe 
all the rich Images in the Romain Temples, which were made of 
golde, ſiluer, and diuers other mettalles, as they ſtod in their rich 
and coftly Tabernacles, they were ſeen in p time of dentſion, wo⸗ 


fullye complaining and weeping, that the teares ot men diſtilled 
from their eyes to beholde it: Birdes alſo againſt ge tuſtome of 


their nature were ſeene flying in the nightes, and Beaffes alſo 
were heard ſpeaking,and women bzought fozth monſtrous chile 

den, pea all theſe bacouth wonders befell but a very little befoze © 
this deniſion in the great Cittie of Rome foz the dzeadfull time 
app2oched full ner, of the which Cibell ſo long had pꝛophetied bes 
© hen the ſent the ſhoꝛt ſumme ol her ſentence jo he Senas 
koꝛs of Rome in the number of ſir Letters, R. R. R. FF. F. which 
were fully the pꝛognoſkication of fix milchefes that fhould of ne⸗ 


cy 9 R _ compzchending i in the ſir let⸗ 
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ters ſpecified in this maner, Regna, Rowe,Ruent: Fero, Flamme, 
Fame, the region of me by the thinges ſhall dzawe to ruine, 
fict by the D woꝛd of war amongſt themſelues, and next by fier 
and then by Hunger: the which th2& miſchefes ſo contagioullpe 
{hall aſaile the Cittie,that it hall be very impoꝛtable vnto the, 
and the ground + rote of all this confuſion,ſhall be among them⸗ 
ſelues by diſcoze and demſion, - 
Furthermoze to declare ſundzye pꝛognoſtications that fell in 
their Citie, when the Pꝛeꝛſts made ſacrifices to their Gods, their 
. fiers ſoddenlye quenched, and in the graues and Sepulchers of | 
dead men, there was beard wofull and lamentable noyſes any 
loundes, which did put the people in very great feare,and in this 
wiſe the ruine was declared, firſte,by diuers figures and ſundzye 
likeneſſes of ſtarres blazing in the heauens,and then by wonders 
full monſters on the earth, alſo the birdes and the Fowles of the 
aire, came without feare flying into the Cittie, by which ſigns 
their Augures expounded it to their confuſion:and they by mant- . 
folde ms ſignes then Jaye oz can declare: the ſubuertion of the 
Cittie ful long was ſhewed befoze,only begun of this contagious 
deuiſton: but ſhoꝛtly toentreate the ſubſtaunte of the ſfoziez 
Nahen that Czſar with ſtrong hand appꝛoched Rome, after he 
had conquered the Cittie of Armye, and had alſo conquered Ra- 
nenne, and Pompei which foz feare was fled toward the partes of 
Greece to make him ſelfe ſtrong, they of Rome had ſhoꝛtlye deter⸗ 
mined in ſentence, that Cæſar might not enter the Cittie, vn⸗ 
neths his Armye were diſmiſt and lefte ſomewhat behinde : but 
when they knew and ſaw him ſo mighty and rong,they began 
to quaile in their hartes, and cſpeciallye they being deCitute of a 
Souernoꝛ, loꝛ that diuers Dukes of Pompei deb to the partes 
of Italie, into a Cittie called Diachium, and euer this wozthye 
wartour Cæ ſax purſued after, and al ſuch as made reſiſtaute: he 
fo:ciblye ſlue, the remnant he put manlye to flight, and daye by 
dap the power of Czlar gan multiplie and encreaſe, and maugre 
all his enemies, of fozce he entred the Cittie, and as ſome Au⸗ 
thozs expꝛelle, when the Nomaines foz feare were ready to receius 
him by their gates, he of indignat joy and dildaine vattred the 
walles, and violently entred as a Conquerour, and iu end ie 
SE main 
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Romaine: as his pꝛoper right, and twke on him the gouernement 
not only of the cittie, but of al the whole Empire: and deſpite of 


the Senate he bꝛake the bzazen dooze of their treaſure, and by 


plame violence twke it away, and with liberall minde gaue it to 
hts' followers, in the mean ftime,many Kings of the Caſt part of 
the wozlde came and alſlembled befo2e the foꝛeſaide Cittie called 
Dirac hium, oł entent to aid the diſtreſſed ſtate of Pompei againſt 
Cæſar, and as ſone as relation was made to Cxlar of this great 
alſembly,he made no delaye,but with all his power paſſed by the 
cuntrie named Epirum, and ſo he entredinto the Caſtell of 17% 


ſalye, where he found Pompei, which entred pell mell with him 


with foureſcoze and eight Cohozts deuided into wardes. 
Now to declare the number of a Cohozte,ye ſhall vnde r ſtand 


that there be two manner of Coho2ts, the moze and the leſſe: the 
; mozeconteineth flue hundzeth,and the leſſe foure hundꝛeth:there 
were allo on the parte of Pompei fozty thouſand of fotmen, and 
in the left wing there were beſide theſe,fire hundzeth knights on 

' Pozſe mounted, and in the right wing there were flue hundzeth, 


amongit which, as Vincent in his mirrour Miſtozicall maketh 


mention, there were many Kings and pzinces,and otherwozthy 


Senato2s and Romaine Knightes, which came willinglye in de⸗ 


fente of Pompei, and as it is remembꝛed alſo Cæſar had in num⸗ 


ber foureſtoꝛe Cohoztes deuided and ſeuered in three wings, and 
with them he had thirtie thouſand offotmen, and many bꝛaue 
Anightes on hozſebacke, and in this moztall battaile: the chefe 
parte of Pompei were put to flight, and there were ſlaine on his 
ſide twelue thouſand, and of wozthye leaders, which he called 
Centurians, were ſlaine thirtpe and thꝛee, and Pompe! him ſelfe 
fled out of the feelde, and foz refuge and aide tok a Ship and paſ⸗ 
ſed by the boundes of 4/72 thzough T7), and arriued in Eept, 
and there at his arriuall by the cammaundement of Prolome the 
Egiptian Ring, was beheadded, onlye fo2 lone and fauour of Cx-. 


' far, and foꝛ this vicozte Cæſar haſted to the partes of Se, to⸗ 


ward the mightye Cittie Alxandria and there Ptolome helde a 
fierce battaile with Czſar both on land and Sea: in which warre 
were ſlain twenty two thouſandin the feeld, and twelnehundzcth 
Shippes diſcomfited quite and overwhelmed, Prolome the r 

ei. a de 


7 


as he would haue fled out of a Ship, foz haſte fell into the Sea 
and there periſhed alſo: and as his body was call on land, he was 
known and diſcouered by a gilte Yaberion, which Yaberton lun - 
us Cælat made to be ſent to the Cittie of Alexandria, fo feare of 
which, they peelded the Cittie wholy vnto him: then he repaired 
againe into Eg:pr, and by occaſion of Ptolomes death, he gaue 
the Scepter and Kealme vnto the Qnene Cleopatra, and ſo after 
conqueſt of many other Pꝛouinces, regions and Lands; he made 
vis repaire the ſecond time to the Cittie of Rome, and there he did 
take vpon him two offices, both Conſull and Dicatoz., 

And from thence he went vnto the conqueſt of 4f#:c&e, and 
there began new warre, eſpectally againſt all the alliance and 
the blood of Pompei, killing al the Dukes that fauoured Pompei, 
amongſt whom were flaine thꝛe mighty Pzinces, Faullus, Cilla, 
and Poſtumus, and Pompcia the Daughter of Pompeia iudged 
befoze to be dead: And from theſe parts he entred with amighty 
and ſtrong hand into Spa e and there (ſo as Swetomus wziteth) 
he toke vpon him power to reccine the tribute which from 5pame 
was due vnto Rome. And as this Stozpe maueth mencion, he 
pꝛoceeded ſo farre in his conqueſt, till he came to the huge and bye 
pillers of C Ade, and there he entred into the Temple, ol y ſtrong 
mightye Champion Hercules, and when he behelde in the ſame 
Temple a rich image of Gold ſet vp foz a memozy of King Alex- 
ander, anon this Cæſar gan to ſigh and complain in him ſelf, that 
he neuer might attaine to his conqueſtes to deſerue ſo vicozious 
a palme of woꝛthines, as in their time did Alexander and Hercu- 
les -. and penſiuelpe comming foꝛth of the Temple, he fullpe pur⸗ 
poſed couragtoullye to take vpon him manlye courage, as (ome 
new enterpꝛiſes of high pzoweſſe: and whilſte thus he ſurpꝛiſed 
in his thoughts, the nert night enſuing, he had a wonderfull viſi- 
on in his leepe,of the which he was greatlye greed, ſo he called 

his wiſe Philoſophers to giue him the interpzetation of his 
dꝛeam, and they anon concluded in ſhozt ſentence that it was an 
euident ſigne that he ſhould be fallye put in the poſſeſſion to haue 
the imperiall domination over all the Wozlde,fo2 thoſe pꝛudent 
Philoſophers vnderſtod nothing by the flechlye coniunction that 
he had with his mother: but a knot of alliance * be⸗ 
Bb twane 


| ot eu 100, 


twerne the earth andhim, vnderſtanding in their expoſition that 
the earth is pꝛimoꝛdiall mother of all things, concluding thereby 
that be ſhould attaine to be Lozd and Emperour cuer all the 


partes of the earth, and thus in all haſte after the nughtye con- 
queſt of 4/r:cke,he came the third tune to #ome: And there was 
made Emperour of all the woꝛlde, and was foz euer ſo exalted 
in ſuch titles of dignitie, that the Sunne of his wazthines was 
runne ſo farre vpon his Sphere, that it attained to the hieſt pꝛick 
ofhis exaltation,ſo that of foꝛce it mult diſcend: foꝛ as the Stoꝛy 
maketh mencion, he continued not in his Empire fullye the ſpace 
_ offine pæres: And fo2 to rehearſe perticularly the p2odigtous and 
' wonderfull ſignes that befell befoze his death: it is therfoze re- 
membzed,that the ſame pere that lulius died, in the Jap- 


wey there was found by quarriours ofthe Cuntry; a rich Tombe 
ol fone, and therin was found a tablet ot Golde grauen with 
Letters of Greeke to this effect : Mhen it ſhall befall that the: 


Mombe of Capi ſhall be opened, and that his bones ſhall be vn⸗ 
cloſed,that ſame peere hal the noble and wozthy conquerour lu- 
hus Czſar bemurderedinthe Romaine Capitoll, by tye falſe con- 
ſptracie and imagination ot them that he hath moſt truſted : Thie 
fozeſaide Capis was a woꝛthy man and of great authozitic, and 


the firſt founder and beginner of Capwey. and named it after his 
name, and as the Letters in Grek tolde, it ſo befell: and the ſe⸗ 
cond ominous accident that fell beſoꝛe his death was this, vpon 


the ſame night befoze he was thus violently vſed, this noble con- 


At 


queroꝛ lulius had a reuelation, y ſeemed to him in his ſlæp that he | 


was winged like an Eagle, and how he tok his fight ſo hye, that 


he ſozed aboue the Skies, and appꝛoched to the celeſtiall ſeate ok 


Iupiter, and fell downe vpon the right hand of his Cod: another 


marueilous ſigne there was, alſo his wife named Calyphürna 


had a dzeame oz viſton, ſœming vnto her in her carefullflepe that 


the huge and higheſt pinnacle of the imperiall Pallace lodceinlye 
fell downe, and incontinently all the windowes ofher Chamber 
where ſhe then lay without hand of any one, ſtart from their plas 


ces, the ſtrong barres of Jron bzake and fle w in perces, of which 


noiſe ſhe being wonderfully affrighted, ſighed ſoꝛe in her hart, and 
ſo awo not able to conceaue in mind what it ment, a 


The Se 3 i 
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b daiesbefozc his murther, in the marketplace of Kom, 
wheras the ſtatue and Image of Cx ſar od vpon a bye Piller of 
Stone, the name of Cæ tax grauen with Letters of Golde aboue 
his head, when as the wether #-diſtempered aire was moſt cl&r 
and ſtill, with aſobam ſtrokes at the ſtery element, the fleſt Letter 
C was (mitten-away: declaring that as this Letter Cinnumber 
betokencth anhundzeth, and was allo moſt wylye w2zought as 
the chcefe and cappitall Letter of his name, to ſhew openlye that 
he that was head ol all the earth, within a hundꝛeth daies next 
enſuing: ſhould be pitteonſty murdertdand made away in Rome. 
_Alſoy ſame dap of Cæſan t fo diſſolution, as he went moſt 
royally in his imperiall araye toward the Conſiſtoꝛp, a po man 
named Jongulius, deliuered into his owne handes Letters of all 
the conſpiraties ofthe Senate vpon bis end, but fa2 he was neg⸗ 
ligent to vnfolde thoſe Letters, wherin was containde the Cat⸗ 
tologe ef his cares and the ſboztving af his P2mcely life:therfoze 
not long after this deteſted and mant roaa murder was eretu⸗/ 
ted vpon him, vy which example let no man be lownoz negligent 
to peruſe Letters, leaſt after foz hit ownnegligence it map turn 
to his vtter dammage and ruyne, which after may no waye be 
recalled; And the cher wꝛker of this murder, was Brutus Craſ- 
ſus, aſſocied with two hundzeth and ſirtre ofthe@xuate; all ha⸗ 
ning Bodkins in their ſlæues: and as it is witten in ſtoꝛies, he 

vad twentye lower deadly woundes as he ſat in the Capitall. 
And as ſaith divers Kecozdes, he neuer in all his (mart made 
ery noꝛ noiſe, except only a lamentable ſigh line one whom ſodain 
ſozrow hadaffrighted, ſo that touching the manner ol his trage⸗ 
dy: may conclude with v flower of Poets in our Engliſh tung. 
and the firſt that euer eiumined gur language with flowers ok re⸗ 

thozick t cloquente: a mean famous and wozthy Chaucer- 
which compendioully w2ought the death o - 
this mightye Er eee 5; 
| ſaping thr 1269 f. 

With Bodkins was Cæſar Iulius, 

Murdred at Rome, of Brutu: Craffus. 10 tt 
When many a Region he had brought Falllowe: 

Lo: who may eruſt Fortune any throw. 
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je Concluſion, 


Hus by che large writings and golden vollums of that 
woorthye Chaucer, the froward Dame of Chaunce 
© hath no reſpecte of perſons, ſhe ſpareth neither the 
Emperour nor King,but from the hieſt place of honor ſhe 
makes him fall lowe,wherby his fall is more infainous : a- 
las that neuer man liſte vp his hartes eye, and prudentlye 
to adyerte the mutabilitie and the ſodainc chaunge ot this 
falſe worlde: let therefore the wiſe Gouernours of euerye 
Land and Region, make this example a mirrour to their 
minds, of this manly man Iulius, and conſider in tlieir harts 
the contagious harmes and importable dammages of the 
ſerpent of deuiſion, and let them ſee aduiſedlye how the 
ambitious pride of hautie Iulius Cæſar, the fretting enuye 
of Pompeius: and the ynſtaunchable-greedye couetiſe of 
Marcus Craſlus : were the cheefe cavſes of theit deſttucti- 
on, executed and accompliſhed by cruell death. And not on- 
ly that theſe aforeſaide three abominable vices were cauſe 
of their ownedeathes, but occaſion of the ruyne of many 

thouſands more then I can at this time expreſle. 
Thus the Cittie of Rome not only made bare & barren 
of her olde riches and ſpoyled of her great Treaſures on the 
one ſide, but deſtitute and alſo deſſolate of their manly and 
puiſſant Knights on the other ſide: this makes vs conſider 
the irrecuperable harmes of deuiſion, and for this cauſe on- 

ly at the imperious commannd of my Maiſter I tooke 
vpon me this {mall tranſlation, and though 
breeflye: yet plainelye and truely, I haue 
put it in remembraunce. 
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8 1TH E N 
Tragedie of G15 


duc, whereof three Actes were writ- 


| | ten by homas Norton, and the two laſt by 
| is bam Sackuyle. 


Qucenes 


Set forth as the ſame was ſhewed before the 


ö moſt excellent Maieſty, in her highnes Court of 
W hutchall,by the Gentlemen of 
the Inner Temple. 


AT LONDON, 
Printed by Edward eAllde for TM 
Perrin, 2 are to be ſold in Paules Church -· 
yard, at the ſigne of the Angell. 
5 be chang 
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le Argument o tl le 


Tragedie 


O R RO.D'UC, king of Brytaine, dekided bin, Real- 
in his life time to his Sormes,\ Fertex and Porrex : The 


Sonne fell to dewifion arid drffentroy , The 5. 2 bild 

the elder. The mother . Azarely lo The elder, 
| . forrenenge killed the W T he pebple moue wack 11 crueltie 

| Ef the fact, roſe in rebellion and ſlew 33 and mother. The 
| Nobilticaſſembled,and moſt terribly deſtroied the Rebels. And 
| afterwards for want of Iſſue of the Prince, whereby the ſiicceſ3i- 
en of the Crowne became vncernaine they fell ro Ci warre,in 
| Which both they and rhei Wſſues were flame, and the 
N * for a long time alm Wa miſerably Waſted, 


CThe names of the Speakers. x FOO” 
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| cee Vinh of great Brytaine, 

Videna,Queene and wictoking habe, 
Ferrex, Elder Sonne to 

Yo — king Gorboduc. 


4 | Porrex, * 
i 2 of Cornewall, © Mandual De 
Zn. 


Fergus, Duke of 
Gmenard,Duke of Cuomherl 
Eubulus, decre 5 endete ge 
Aroſtus, A Counſellour of king Ger boduer. 
| Dir dan Fair rnd on Wa 5 


7 his eldeſt 1 eee "or 
Philunder, A counſellor 
War ons yer i 
Both bengoftheoll ings punk before, 
Hermon, A Paraſite remaining with Ferrex. 
FTDyndar, A Paraſite remaining with Porrex. - 
Muntius, A meſſenger ofthe elderbrothers death, . 
Nuntins, A ee of Dulce Fergus riſing in Armes. 
i Marcella, A Lady ofthe Queenes priuy chamber, 
12 Chorks,Fouce auncient and ſage men of 3rytaine. 
1 A. . The 


The Order of the dumbe ſnewe 


befare the firit Act, and the figni- 
© fication thereof. 


¶ Firſt the Muſike of V jolenze began to play, du- 
ring which came in vpon the Stage ſix wilde men, 
clothed in leaues. Of home the firſt bare on his 
necke a fagot of ſmall ſtickes, which they àll both 
ſcucrallye and together aſſayed with all their 
ſtrengths to breake, but it could not be broken by 


* 
- 
— 
* # . 
* 1 


them. At the length one of them pulled out one of 
the ſtickes and brake it: And the reſt plucking out 


all the other ſtickes one after another, did eaſilie 
breake the ſame being ſeuered, which being con- 


ioyned, they had before attempted in vaine. After 


* 


they had this done, they departed the ſtage, and the 


Muſike ceaſed. Hereby was ſignified, thata ſtate | 
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* * 
tert 


continue ſtrong againſt all 


V » 
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ofthe brethren to 
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Actus primus. Scena prima, 2 
VDiden. Ferrex. 


He ſilent night that bzinges the quiet pauſe, Vader. 
From painefuall trauailes of the weary Dape: 
Pꝛolongs my carefull thoughts # makes me blame 
The ſlowe Aurora that ſo fo2 loue oꝛ ſhame 
Doth long delay to ſhew her bluſhing face, 
And now the day renewes my griefull plainte. 
Py gractous Lady and Mother dere, Ferrex. 


Pardon my greefe foz your ſo græued minde 


To aſke what cauſe toꝛmenteth ſo pour hart. 


Do great a wꝛong and ſo vniuſt deſpite, Uiden. 
Without all cauſe againſt all courſe of Rinde. 
1 Such cauſeleſſe w2ong and ſo vntuſt deſpite, Ferrex. 
Pap haue redꝛeſſe, oz at the leaſt revenge. 12 
Neither my Bonne, ſuch is the froward will, Diaden. 
The perſon ſuch, ſuch my miſhap and thine, . 
Mine know J none, but grefe fo2 pour diſtreſſe: Ferrex. 
Pes: mine foz thine my Sonne: a fathereno:: | Uiden. 


Jn kinde a Father, but not in kindelpnes. 


Mp Father: why? know nothing at all, Ferrex, 


x Wherin J haue mildone vnto his Trace. 


Therfoze,the moze vnkinde to the and me, Didem. 


| Foz knowing well my (Sonne) the tender love 
That J haue bozneand beare to thee, | 
* Pegre&nw'd therat, is not content alone, 

To ſpoyle the ot my ſight my cheefeſt Joye, 
But ther, of thy birth⸗right and Heritage 
Cauleleſſe, vnkindelp and in wzongfull wiſe, 
Againſt all Law and right he will bereaue, 
Halle ot his Ringdome he will giue away. 


To whome? . 75 „„ rex. 
Eudnto Porrex his yonger Bonne | Diaein 


| Whoſe growing Pnide 4 dw lofoze ſuſpect, 
| That being raiſed to cauall rule with the, | 


Ferrex. 


Uiden. 


Ferrex. 


Diden, 


That plaintes and pꝛaiers t 


truſt they eke will beare 


| 
And it the endbzing fozth 1715 ſucceſſe 
On them and theirs e he mile 


To pleaſe the pzeſent fancy ol the Pꝛince, 


When right ſucceeding Line xt againg /! 


38 1C 1 rage eoye 
Pe thinkes Iſeꝛ his enuious hart to ſwell, 


Filde with diſdaine and with ambiciouspzide, 


The end the Gods do knowe, whoſe Aulters J 
Full oft haue made in vaine of Cattel llaine, 


To ſend the ſacred fmoake to Chꝛone, 
Foz the my @onne if thinges ſo ſuctiꝛde, 7 
As now mp Jelious minde mil ſoze. | 
Madam leaue care and plainfe fozme, 
Jult hath my Father bene to winht, 
Bis firſte vniuſtice he will not extend 


To me J truſt, that giue no cauſe therof, 
My Bꝛothers pꝛide ſhall hurt him ſelſe not me. 
Do graunt the Gods: But pet thy Father ſo 
Hath firmely fired his vnmoued minde 
no whit auaile, 
Fo; thoſe haue J aſſaied,but this daye, 
He will endeuour to pꝛocure aſſent, 
Df all his Counſell to his fonde deniſe. 
Their Aunceſtours from race to rate haue bozns 
True faith to my fozefathers and their ſerde, 
tke to mr, 
faile therof, 


There reſteth all, but if 


te ſhall befall, 
And ſo Ipꝛap the Gods requit it them, 

And ſo thep will,foz ſo is wont to be | 

When Lo2des and truſted Rt ners vnderKinges 


Af wol gonernaunce 


With wꝛong tranſpoſe the ce 
— 1 


urdera, milcheefe, oz ciuill & 
D: mutuall treaſon, oz a iuſt re 


By loues iuſt Judgement and \deſerved wzath - 

Bꝛinges them to ciuill and re — death, 

And rotes their names and Rinreds from the earth, 
Mother content vou, vou lh; Ul the end. 
The end: thy — | 


| 


| 


Aus 


te pes * N 12099, OR tran. 
* . 


| Acws primus Scens ſecundus. 
Gorbedue. Avroftus. Philander. Eubulus. 


MP Lozus whole graut aduiſe and faithſull aide, Gerboduc. 

Haue long vphelde my honour and my Realme, 

And bzonght me from this age and tender yeres, 
Guiding ſo great eſtate with great renowne; 

Now moze impozteth me the erſt to vie 
Pour faith and wiſdome wherby yet J raigne, 
That when by death my life and rule hall ceaſe, 


| The Ktingdome pet may with vnbꝛoken courſe, 
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Baue certaine Pzince,by whoſe vndoubted right, 


Pour wealth and peace may and at quiet tay, 


And eke that they whom Nature bath pꝛeparde, 
Jn time to take my place i P2tncely Beate, 
While in their fathers time their pliant youth, 


Peelves to the frame ofſkilfull gouernaunce 


Pay ſo be taught and trained in noble Artes, 
As what their Fathers which haue raignde befoze, 
Yaue with great fame deriued downe to them 
CUith honour they may leaue vnto their ſ@de; 
And not be taught foz their unwoztby life, 
And foz their lawleſſe ſwarning out of kinde, 
- Wozthy to lofe what Law and kind them gaue 
But that they may pꝛeſerue the common peace, 
The cauſe that firſt began and ſtill maintaines, 
The Lineallcourſe of Minges enheritaunce, - 
Foz me,foz mine,foz von, and foz the (ate 
Mherol both J and von haue charge and care. 
Thus do J meane tovſe your wonted ſaity 
To me and mine, and to yournatine Land, 
5 be plaine without all ware reſpea 


D2 poyſons craft to ſpeans in pleaſing wile, 
Leaſt as the blame ofili fucc@ding thinges > 
Shall light on you,fo ight the harmes alſo. 2 7 2 

Pour god — 1 Aroſtus. 


G arbaduc. 
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And think it god kfoz me, fc 


„ 


\ 1C faded 


Ot ſuch your faithfulnes as heertofoꝛe 
We haue emploied in duetie's to pour Grace, 
And to this Realme whoſe woꝛthp head pou are, 
Mell pzoucs that neither ypu miſtruſt at all, 
No2 we chall nerde no boaſting wiſe to ſhew, 
Our trueth to you, noz vet our wakefull care 
Foz yot,fo2 yours,and-foz gur natiue land, 
Wherfoze (O King) J ſpeake foz one as all, 
Sith all as one do beare pou egall faith: | 
Doubt not to vſe their counſatles and their aides 
Whoſehonozs,gods and liues are whole auowed, 
To ſerue, to aide, and to defend your grace. 

My Lo2des A thank pot all, This is the caſe 
Pe know, the Gods, who haue the ſoueraigne care, 
Fo2 Rings, fo Ringdonis, and foz common wenles, 
Gaue me two Sonnes in m moꝛe luſty Age, 
Who now in my deceiuing/percs are growen 
Mell towards riper fate of minde and ſtrength, 
To take in hand ſome greater Pꝛincelp charge, 
As pet they liue and ſpend their hopefull daies, 
With me and with their Mother heere in Court: 
Che ir age now aſketh other plate and trade, 
And mine alſo doth aſke a other change, 
Theirs to moꝛe trauaile, mine to greater eaſe: 
When fatall death ſhall end my moꝛtall life, 


My purpoſe is to leaue betwene them twaine, . 


The Realme deuided into two ſundꝛy partes: 
The one, Ferrex mine eldei ſonne ſhall haue, 
The other, chall the older! orrex rule þ 


That both mp purpoſe ma} moze firmely Fant!) 


And eke that they may better rule their charge, 


I meane foꝛthwith to plate them inthe ſame: 
That in my life they map be th learne to rule, 
And J may toy to ſe their ruling well. 


This is in ſumme, what would haue you wey: 
Firſt whether pe allow my whole deuice, 
them, faz you, 


andy 


_—"of Gorboduc. 


* And fo2 our Country,mother of vs all; 


And if pe like it, and allowe it well, 

Than foz their guiding and their gouernance, 
Shew foꝛth ſuch meanes ol circumſtance, 

As ye thinke mete to be both knowne and kept: 
Loe, this is all, now tell me pour aduiſe. 

And this is much, and aſketh great aduiſe, 
But foz my part, my @oucraigne Lozd and king, 
This doe J thinke your Patellte doth know, 
Pow vnder you in Juſtice and in peace, ; 
Great wealth and honour long we haue enioped, 
So as we cannot (&me with greedie minds 
To wilh foz chaunge of pꝛince oꝛ gouernance, 
But if pe like your purpoſe and deuiſe, 

Our liking mult be deemed to pꝛocæde, 


| DSfrightfull reaſon,and of hedfull care, 
| Notfoz our ſelues, but foz our common ſkate: 


Sith our owne ſtate doth nerd no better chaunge, 
I thinke in all, as earſt pour Grace hath ſaide, 


: Firſt when you ſhall valode your aged minde, 
Pk heauie care and froubles manifolde, 

And lay the ſame vpon my Lozds your ſonnes, 

' Whoſe growing yeres may beare the burden lang, 


And long J pzay the Gods to graunt it ſo: 


And in pour life while you ſhall ſo hehold 

Their rule, their vertues, and their noble deedes, 

Bauch as their kind behighteth to vs all, 

: Greatbe the p2ofits that ſhali grow thereof, . 

* Pour age in quiet ſhall the longer laſt, 

Vour laſting age ſhall be their longer ſtaie, 

/ Fo2cares ot kings, that rule as vou haue rulde, 
Pon publike welth, and not fo2 pzinate toy, 

Da waſte mans life and haſten croked age, 

Uith furrowed face, and with enferbled lims, 

To dꝛaw on treeping Death a ſwifter pace. 

They two pet yong ſhall beare the partie reigne 


, * 
4 


| With greater eaſe than one now Bode alone 


Aroſtus. 


He Tragedy 


Can welde the whole, foꝛ whom much harder is 
With leſlened ſtrength the dog bled weight to beare 
Pour eye, your counſell. and the graue regard 
Ol fathers, yea of ſuch a fathers name, 
Now at beginning of their ſundzed reigne, 
Mhen it is hazard of their whole ſucceſſe, 
Shall bꝛidle ſo their fozcs of youtbfull heates, 
And ſo reſtraine the rage of infolence, | 
Which moſt aſſailes the yong and noble minds, 
And ſo ſhall guide and traine in tempꝛed ſfay 
Their pet greene bending wits with reuerent awe, 
And now inv2de with vertues at the firſt, 
Cuitome (O king)ſhall bzing delightfulnes 
By vſe of vertue, vice ſhall grow in hate, 
But if vou ſo diſpoſe it, that the dap 
Which ends your life, ſhall firſt begin the reig ne, 
Great is the perill, what ſhall be the ende, 
hen ſuch beginning of ſuch liberties 
Uoide ol ſuch fates as in your life do lie, © i 
Shall leaue them to free random ol their 1. | 
An open pꝛap to traiterous flatterie. | 
The greateſt peſtilence of noble pouth: | 
Which perill ſhall be paſt,if.in your life 
Their tempꝛed youth with aged fathers awe 
Be bꝛought in vze ofſkilfull apednes, 
And in vour life their lines diſpoſed ſo, 
Shall length pour noble life in iopfulnes: 
Thus thinke J that pour grace hath wiſely thought 
And that your tender care of common weale 
Hath bzed this thought, ſo to deuide your Lande, 
And plant your ſonnes to beare the pꝛeſent rule 
While you pet liue to ſee their ruling well, 
Chat you may longer liue by toy therein. 
hat further meanes behauefull are and meete 
At greater leiſure may vour grate deniſe, 
When all haue ſaid,and when we be agreed 
If this be beſt to part the Realme in twaine, 
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And place pour ſonnes in pꝛeſent gouernment, 
Whereof as J haue plainely ſaid my nunde, 
Do would J heare the reſt of all mp Loꝛdes. 

In part I thinke as hath bene ſaide befoze, 
In part againe my mind is otherwiſe, 
As foꝛ deuiding of this realme in twaine, 
And lotting out the ſame in egall partes, 
To either of my Lozds pour Graces ſonnes, 
That thinke J beſt foz this your realmes behafe, 
Fo: p2ofite and aduancement of pour ſonnes, 
And foz pour comfozt and your honour eke: 
But ſo to place them while pour lite doth . 
To yeeld to them your royall gouernance, 
to be aboue them onely in the name 
Ol father,not in kingly ſtate alſo, 1 1 
I thinkenot god fo; you, faz them noꝛ vs, 
this kingdome ſince the blody ciuill field 
Where Morgan ſlaine did veeld his conqueredpart 
Untohis Coſens ſw52din Cumberland, 
Conteincth all that whilome did ſuffiſe 
thꝛee noble ſonnes of your fozefather Brute, 
So your two ſonnes it may alſo ſuffiſe,” 
the mo the ſtronger, if they gree in one: 

the ſmaller compaſſe that the realme.doth e 
the eaſier is the ſway thereof to welde, 

theneerer Juſtite to the wzongedpoze, | 
' theſmaller charge, and yet inough foz one. 
And when the Region is deuided ſoſſ 

that bzethzen be the Loꝛds of either part, 
Buch ſtrength doth nature knit betwene them both 
In ſundzy bodies by comtoynedloue,. 
that not as two, but one of doubled face, 
Ech is to other as a ſure defence, 
the noblenes and glozie ol the one 
Dat ſharpe the courage ofthe others mi 
' Withvertnous enuie tocontendfozp2aile, . 


| And id ſuchaneagalnes bath nature made, 


B.. 


Philander 
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Betwene : 


Betweene the bzethzen of one fathers ſcve; 


As an vnkindly wzong it ſeemes to be, 
To thzow the other ſubiect under fete 


| Dt him whoſe pere be is by courſe of kind, 


And nature that did make this egalnes, 
Olt ſore pineth at ſo great a w2ong, 


That oft ſhe raiſeth vp a grudging grefe, 


In ponger bzethzen at the elders ſtate: | 
Wherby both towns and kingdoms haue been raſed 
And famous locks of ropall blod deſtroted; 
The Bꝛother that ſhould be the bzothers aide 

And haue a wakefull care faz his defence, 

Gapes fo his death, x blames the lingering yeres, 
That bzings not foꝛzth his ende with faſter courſe, 
And oft impacient ofſo long delapes, 
With hatefull laugh ter he pꝛeſents the fates 
Andkepes a iuſt reward fozbzothersblod, . 
Mith endlefle vengeance on his ſtocks fo2 ape: 


Such miſcheefes hecre are wiſely met withall: 


If egall ſtate may nouriſhegall laue, 
Where none hath cauſe to grudge at others god, 
But now the head to ſtoupe beneath them both, 

Ne kind ne reaſon, ne god oꝛder beares, 


And oft it hath bien ſeene, that where Nature 


Hath bene pꝛeuerted in difo2dzed wiſe, 
When fathers ceaſe toknow that they ſhould rule, 
And childꝛen ceaſeta know they ſhould ober, 


And okten our vnkindly tendernes, 


Is mother of vnkindip ſtubboꝛnes: 
I ſpeake not this in enuie oꝛ repꝛoch, 
As if J grudged the glozie of your ſonnes, - - 
Whole honour 4 beſech the Gods to increaſe: 
Noz vet as if J thought there did remaine, 
Do filthie cankers in their noble bꝛeſtes, 
Whom J eſtæme (which is their greateſt alt) 
Undoubted childzen of ſd god a king, 


Dnely J mean toſhewmycertaine Mules, 
& 1 in Fig: Which 


Be Pꝛinte and Father of our Common weale: 


| i Although the ſame do not agree at all 


Which kinde hath graft within the minde of man, [3 
That Nature hath her oꝛder and her courſe, . 
Which (being bzoken) doth cozrupt the tate „ 

Df mindes and thinges euen in the beſt of all. 1 
My Lo2des your Sonnes map learne to rule of yon, | 
Pour owne example in pour noble Courte, 

Is fitteſt guider of their pouthfull yeres, 

It you deſire fo ſœke ſome pʒeſent iope | 

By ſight of their well ruling in your life, 

Seer them obep, ſo ſhall you ſ& them rule, 

Who ſo obeyeth not with humblenes 

Will rule with outrage and with inſolence, 

Long may they rule J do beſech the Gods, 

But long may they learne ere they begin to rule 

Ifkinde aud ſates would ſuffer J would wiſh 

Them aged Pzinces and immoztall Ringe:: 

Wherfoze moſt noble Bing AJ will aſſent, 

VBetwen vour ſonnes that you deuide pour Realm, 

And as in kinde, ſo match them in degree 

But while the Gods pꝛolong your ropall life 

* Pzolong your reigne,foz therto liue you heere, 

; Andtherfo2e haue the Gods ſo long fozbozne 

To iopne vou to themſelues, that ſtill you might 


They when they lee your Childzen ripe to rule 

Mill make them rome, and will remone pon hence 

That pours in right enſuing of your life 

Pap rightly honour your moꝛtall name. 

Pour wonted true regarde of faithfull hartes, Eubulus. 
Pankes me ( D Ring) the bolder to pꝛeſume 
To ſpeak what J conceiue within my bzeſt. 


/ With that which other heere my Loꝛds haue ſaid 

Po which your ſelle haue ſeemed beit to like, 

Pardon J craue. and that my wozdes be demde 

to flowe from hart zeale vnto your grace, 

| And to the ſafetie ofyour Conunon weale: 

B. ih. 1 To 


ie I ragedye 


To a your Realme vato my Lozds your @onnes 
I think not god koꝛ pou, ne pet fo2 them, 
But wozſt of all,fo2 this our natiue Land:: 
Foz with one Land, one ſingle rule is beſt; 
Deuided Regions do make deuided hartes, 
But Peace pꝛeſerues the Countrye and the Paince,. 
Such is in man the greedy minde to raigne, 

So great is his deſire to clunbe alofte,. 
In woꝛldly Stage the ſtatelieſt partes to beare, 

that faith and iuſtice and all kindelp loue, 
Do peelde vnto deſire of Soueraigntie: 
Where egall (fate doth raiſe an egall hope 
to winne the thing that either would atteine, 
Pour grace remembzeth how in paſſed yeeres, 

the mighty Brute, firſt Pꝛince of all this Lande, 
Poſſeſſed the ſame and ruled it well in * : 
Me thinking that the compaſſe did ſuffice | 

Foz his th2z& Sonnes th:& KLingdomes eketo 8 
Cut it in thꝛee, as you would now in twain :e 
But how much B2utilh blod hath ſithence been tilt”. 
to ioyne againe the ſundꝛed vnitiez- {gs 
What Pzinces ſlaine befo2etheir timely henour? 
That waſte of townes and people inthe Lande 
What treaſons heaped on murders and on ſpoples: 
Choſe iuſt reuenge euen pet is (carſely ceaſed,.,. 
Ruthefull rememb2aunce is pet had in minde: 
the Gods fo2bid the like to chaunce againe. 
And you (O King) gine nat the cauſe thereof; 
Py Load Ferrex your elder Monne, perhappes 
whome kinde and cuſtome gines a rightfull hope 
to be your Heire and to ſucceede your Reigne, 
Shall think that he dotb ſuffer greater wzong . 
then he perchaunce will beare,if power ſerue; - 
Porrex the yonger ſo vnpaiſed in ſtate, 
Merhaps in courage will be raiſed alſo, 

Af Flatterp then which failes not to aſſaile - 
the tender mindes ofyet vnſk(lfall youth, 
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In one ſhall kindle and encreaſe dildaine: 
J Enuie in the others hart enflame, 
Chis fire ſhall waſte their loue, their liues, their land, 


And rut hetull ruine ſhall deſtroy them both, 
A wiſh not this (O King)ſo fo befall 
But feare the thing, that J de moſt abhozre, | 
Giue no beginning to ſo dꝛeadfull end, 
Kepe them in oꝛder and obedience: 
And let them both by now obeying you, 


| Learne ſuch behauiour as beſeemes their ate, 


The Elder mildenes in his gouernaunce, 

the ponger a peelding contentednes: 

And keepe them neere vnto pour pꝛeſence ſtill, 
that they reſtreined by the awe of pou, 

Map line in compaſſe of well tempꝛed ſtaie, 

And paſſe the perrilles of their yonthfull peeres. 
Pour aged life dzawes onfo feebler time, 
Wherin you ſhall leſſe able be to beare = 
the trauailes that in youth you haue ſuſteined, 
Both in your perſons and your Realmes defence, 


Al planting now your Sonnes in further partes, 

- Pouſend them furder from your pꝛeſent reach, 
Aelle ſhal you know how they themſelues demaund 
traiterous cozrupters of their pliant youth, 

- Shallhaue vnſpied a muchmoze free acceſſe, 
And ok ambition andinflamed diſdatne, 

Shall arme the one, the other, oꝛ them both 

to cpuill warre,oz to vſurping pꝛide. 
Aate ſhall yon rue, that you ne recked befoze: 


God is J graunt of all to hope the belt, 


But not to line ſtill dꝛeadles ofthe woꝛſt. 

So trutt the one that the other befozeſeene, 
Arme not vnſkilfulnes with paincely power, 
But vou that long haue wilely ruled the reignes, 
Ol Ropaltie within pour noble Realme, 


So holde them, while the Gods fo; our auailes, 
Shall ſtretch the thꝛeed ol your pꝛolonged daies. 
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To ſoone he clamme, into the flaming Carte 


 Gorboduc. 


The Tragedye 


Whoſe want of ſkill did ſet the earth on fire, 
Time and example ofyonr noble Grace, 
Shall teache your ®onnes both to obey and rule: 
When time hath taught them, time ſhall make them pace 
the place that now is full:and ſo J pzay- 
Long it remaine, to comfozt of vs all. 

J take your faithfull hartes in thankfull parte 
But ſith q ſe no cauſe to dzaw my nunde, 
To feare the nature of my louing Sonnes, 
D: to miſdeme that Ennie oz diſdaine, 


Can there wozk hate, where nature planteth loue, 8 | 
In one ſelfe purpoſe do J fill abide, . | 


Dy louc extendeth egally to both, 

Py Land ſuffiſeth foz them both alſo: 

Humber ſhall parte the Marches of their Realmes : 
Lhe Sotherne parte the elder (hall poſleſle, 


The Noztherne ſhall Porrex the yonger rule, 


Jn quiet J will paſſe mine aged dates, 


Free from the trauaile and the painefull tares —Y 
L hat haſten age vpon the woꝛthieſt Kinges.. | 
But leaſt the fraude that ye de ſeeme to fears : 
Df flattering tunges, cozrupt their tender youth- 1 
And wꝛieth them to the wares ofyouthfull luſt, | 
To clim ing pꝛide oz to reuenging hate, f 
D2 to neglecting of their carefull charge = 
Lewdelpe to liue in wanton rechleſaefſe, I © 


Oꝛ to oppꝛelling of the rightfull cauſe 

Oꝛ not to wꝛeke the wꝛonges done to the poꝛe, 
To tread downe trueth oz fauour falſe deceite, 
Imeane to iopne to either ofmy Donnes, | 
Some one of thoſe whoſe long appꝛoued faith, 
And wildome tried may well aſſure my hart: 
That myning fraude ſhall finde no way to creepe, 
Into their fenced eares with graue aduiſe: 

This is the end, and ſo J-pzay vou all 

Co beare my Sonnes the loue and lopaltie 
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Chat J haue found within v 
Von, noꝛ pour ſonnes our ſouereigne Loꝛd ſhall want AAreſtus. 
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our faithful bꝛeſts. 


Dar faith and ſeruite while our lives do laſt. 
14 hen ſetled ſtap doth hold the ropall thꝛone. 


In ſtedlaſt place by knowne and doubtles right: 


And cheefely when diſcent on one alone 
Manke ſingle and vnparted reigne to light. 


Ech chaunge of courſe vnioints the whole effate eq 
And yeldes it thꝛall to ruine by debate. 


Che ſtrength that knit by laſt accozd in one 
Againſt all fozreine power of mightie foes, 
Could ok it ſelfe defend it ſelfe alone, 
Diſiopned once, the fozmer fozce doth loſe 
The ſticks, that ſundꝛed bꝛake ſo ſone in twaine 
In kagot bound attempted were in vaine. 

Oft tender mind that leades the partiall epe 


Wkerring parents in their childzens lone, 


Deſtroies the w2ongfull loued childe thereby: 
This doth the pꝛoud ſonne of Apollo pzoue, 
Tho raſhly ſet in Chariot of his fire, 


: Intlamde the parched earth with heauens fire, 


And this great king that doth deuide his Lande, 


And chaungde the courſe ol his deſcending crowne, 
And veelds the raigne into his childꝛens hand, 


From bliſfull ſtate of ioy and great renowne, 


A2 mirrour ſhall become to pꝛinces all 
To learne to ſhunne the cauſe or ſuch a fall. 


C rhe Order and ſignification of the dumbe 
ſhew before ehe ſecond Ace. 


came in vpon the ſtage a king accompanied with a num- 
ber of his Nobilitieand Gentlemen. And after he had pla- 


c ed himſelfe in a Chaire of eſtate prepared for him: there 


came and kneeled before him a graue and aged Gentle- 
man, and offered vp a Cuppe vnto him of wine in a glaſſe, 


- | which | 


Chorus, 


¶ Firſt the Muſikeof Cornets began to play, during which 


[ 


F . | 


po the ſtage, and ſo was carryed thence away by 


of v 


9 


which the king refuſed, After him comes a braue and lu- 


ſtie yoong Gentleman, and pre ſentsthe King with a cu 
Golde fil l 
and drinking the ſame, immediately fell dow ne dead 


is 
ordes and Gentlemen, and then the Muſicke ceaſed, 
Heereby was ſignified, that as Glafle by nature holdeth 


no Pony: but is cleare and may eaſily be ſeenethrough, 
ne boweth by any arte: So a faithfull Counſellour hol- 


deth no treaſon , but is playne and open, ne yeeldeth to 


anie vndiſcrete affection, but giveth any wholeſome 
Counſell, which the ill aduiſed Prince refuſeth. The de- 
lightfull Golde filled with poyſon betolceneth Flatterie, 
which vnder faire ſeeming of pleaſaunt wordes beareth 
deadly poyſon, which deſtroyeth the Prince that re- 
ceyueth it , As befell-in the two Brethren, Ferrex, 
and Porrex, ho refuſingthe wholeſome aduiſe of graue 
Counſellaurs., credited theſe yoong Paraſites, and 
brought vnto themſelues death and deſtruction there- 


by. 
Actus ſecundus. Scena prima. 


Ferrex. Hermon. Doraan. 


Peruaile much what reaſon leade the king 
My father thus without all my deſarte | 


To reaue me halfe the kingdome which by courſe 
Df lawe and nature ſhould remaine to me. 


Fltrymon, 


If you with ſtubbozne and vntamed pꝛide 


Had ſfode againſt him in rebellious wile, 


D; if with grudging minde you had enuyde, 


I | [ Do llob a ſliding of his aged yeeres, 
440 Oz ſought befo2e your time to haſte the courſe 
. p| D' katall death vpon his Royall head, 


Oz t ainde your ſtocke with murder of your kinne: 
Dome face of reaſon might perhaps baue ſeemed 


ed with poyſon, which the King accepted, | 
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ol Gorboduc. 


To ben ſome likely cauſe to ſpoile pe thus. 


The wzekefull Gods powze on my curſed beade 


Eternall plagues and neuer dying woes: 


The bellich P2ince adiudge my damned Ghoſt 
To Tantalus thirſt,oz pzoud Ixions whale, 


Oz cruell Gripe tognaw my groaning hart 


To during toꝛments and vnquenched flames 


Af euer J conceiued ſo foule a thought, 
To wilh his ende of life, oz pet of reigne. 
Ne vet your father O molt noble pꝛince) 


Did euer thinke ſo fowle a thing of you, 


Foz he with moze than fathers tender loue |, 
While yet the fates do lend him life to rule, 
(Who long might line to ſe your ruling well) 
To pou my Lo2zde,and to his other ſonne 


Lo he reſignes his realmeandroyaltie,. 


Which neuer would ſo wiſe a pzince haue done, 
Ik he had once miſdemde that in your hart 
Where euer lodged ſo vnkind a thought. 

But tender loue(my Lozd)and ſetled truſt 

Df your god nature,and pour noble minde, 

Made him to place you thus in royall thꝛone, 

And now to giue you halfe his Realme fo guide, 


Pea and that halfe within abounding ffoze 


Df things that ſerue tomake a welthie realme,. 


In lately Cities and in fruitfull ſople, 
In temperate bꝛeathing of the milder heauen, 


In things of needfull vſe, which frendly Dea 
Tranſpoꝛts by traffike from the foꝛraine poztes,. 
In flowing welth, in honour and in fo2ce, 

Doth paſſe the double value of the part 

That Porrex hath allotted to his reigne, 

Such is your caſe, ſuch is your fathers loue. 


Ah loue my frends, loue wꝛongs not whom he loues. 


Ne yet he wꝛongeth you that giueth vou 
Do large a reigne ere that the courſe of time 


Tom you to kingdome by deſcended right 
; Cj, © Which 


Fervex. 


Dor dan. 


jc I ragedye 
Which time perhaps might end your time befoze. 
Is this no wzong, ſap vou. to reaue from me 
Py natiue right. ot yalfe ſo great a Realme, 
And thus to match his yonger ſonne with me 

In egall power, and in as great degree: 
Pea and what ſonne? the lonne whole ſwelling pꝛide 
Mould neuer peld one point of reuercnce, | 
When I the elder and apparant heire- 8 
Stod in the likelyhod to poſſeſſe the whole, | 
Vea and that ſonne which from his childiſh age 
Enuieth mine honour, and doth hate my life, 
LUhbat will he now do ? when bis pꝛide, his rage, 
The mindfull malice ofhis grudging hart 
Is armde with fozce, with welth and kingly Cate, 
1 Hermon, Alas this not wzong? yea ill aduiſed wzong, 
1 EY To giue ſo mad a man ſo ſharpe a \wozde, 
1 To ſo great perill of ſo great miſhap, 

Wide open thus to ſet ſo large a wap. 
Derdin. Alas my Lozd,what griefull thing is this: 

That of your bzother you can thinke ſo ill, 
J ncuer (awe him vtter likely ligne 
Whereby a man might ſee oz once miſdeeme 
Such hate of pdu, ne ſuch vuyelding pꝛide: 
Ill is their counſell,(hamefull be their ende, 


a—_— 
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That raiſing ſuch miſtraſtfull feare in you, 
So wing the ſcede of ſuch vakindly hate, 
Trauaile by reaſon to deſtrop you both: } 
Al ile is pour bzother and of noble hope, | 


Wozthie to weld a large and mightie realme, | 
Do much a ſtronger frend haue you thereby, 
Whoſe ſtrength is your ſtrength, if you gre in one. 
Hermon. Ik nature and the Gods had pinched ſo 
Their flowing bountie and their noble gifts 
Df paincely qualities from you my Loꝛd, 
And pow2de them all at once in waſtfulll wiſe 
Upon your fathers yonger ſonne alone: 
Perhaps there be that in your pꝛeiudice 
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Would 


of Gorboduc. 


Would ſay that birth ſhoaldyceld to wozthines: 


| Butſith in each gobgift and and Pzincely Ace, 
Pe are his match, and in thecheefe of all 

In mildenes and in ſober gouernaunce, 

pe far ſurmount: And ſith there is in you 

| Suffiſing (kill and hopefull towardnes, 


to weld the whole and match pour elders pꝛaiſe, 


| ſe no cauſe why ve ould loſe the halfe, 

| Ne would wich pou peelde to ſuch a loſſe: 

| Leaſt pour milde ſufferance of ſo great a wzong, 
Be dermed cowardiſe and ſimple dzead: 

which ſhall giue courage to the fiery head 


- | Dfyour pong Bzother to inuade the whole, 


whiles yet therfoze ſticks in the peoples minde 
The loathed w2ong of your diſheritaunce, 
And ere your Bzother haue by ſetled power, 
By guilekull cloake of an alluring howe, 

: Oot him ſome fozce and fauour in this Realme 


And while the noble Quene your mother liues, 


To wozke andpzactiſe all foz your anaile | 
Attempt redzeſſe by Armes, and wean pour ſelf 
| Upon his life that gaineth by your loſſe, 
| Who now to (ſhame of pon, and greefe of vs, 


In pour owne Kingdome triumphes ouer you; 
| Shew now your courage meet foz kinglye eſtate 

| that they which haue auowd to ſpend their gods 
Their landes, their lines  honozs in your cauſe, , 


| Pay be the bolder to maintain your parte 

when they do ſe that cowarde feare in you, 

| Shallnof befray ne faile their faithfull hartes, 
Ik onte the death of Porrex end the ſtrife, 

And pay the pꝛice of his vſurped Reigne, 

| Your mother ſhall perſwade the angry Ning, 

the Lo2ds your frends eke ſhal appeaſe his rage 

| Foz they be wiſe and well they can fozeſee, 

That ere long time your aged Fathers death 

will bzing a time 10 you ſhall well requite - 


2 


Ot noble Conqueſts in the handes of Ringes, 


The Tragedye 


Their freendly fanour,oz tyeir hatefull ſpite, 


Pea, 02 their flacknes to auaunce pour cauſe, 
Wiſe men do not ſo hang onpaſſing ſtate 


Dfpzeſent Painces, chetely in their age, 


But they will further caſt their reaching eye 
Toviewe and weigh the times and reignes to tome, 
Nets it likely though the Ring be wzath, 

Chat he pet will, oz that the Nealme will beare 
Extreme reuenge vpon his onely Sonne: 

Oz if he would, what one is he that dare 

Be miniſter to ſuch an enterpꝛiſe. 

And here you be now placed in your owne 

Amid your friends, pour vaſſailes and pour ſkrength 
We ſhall defend and kepe pour perſon ſafe, 

Lill either Counſell turne his tender minde, 

Oꝛ age, oꝛ ſozroiv ende his weary dates. 

But if the feare of Gods and ſecret grudge. 

Ok natures Lawe, repining at the fag, 

Withholde your courage from ſo great attempte: 
Know ye that luſt of kingyomes hath no Lawe, 
The Gods do beare and well allow in Ringes, 
Mhe thinges they abhoꝛre in raſcall routes. 

When k inges on ſlender quarrels run to warres, 
And then in cruell and vnkindely wiſe, 

Commaund thefts, rapes, murder of Jnnocents, 
To ſpople ot townes and reignes of mighty realms 
Think you ſuch Pꝛinces do ſuppꝛoſſe themſelues, 
Subiect to Lawes of kinde and feare of Gads, 
Pet none offence, but decked with glozious name 


eee and violent theftes in pꝛiuate men, 

Are heinous crimes and full of faule repꝛoche: 
But if you like not yet ſo hotte denſe, | f 
Ne liſt to take ſuch vauntage of the time. ; 


But though with great perill of pour ſtate, 


Hou will not be the firſt that ſhall tnuade, ö 
Alſemble yet your fozce foʒ your defence, : 


| And fo2 your ſafetie ſtand vpon pour garde. 


O heauen was there euer heard oz knowne, 


| So wicked Counlell to a noble Pzince? 


Let me(my Loꝛd) diſcloſe vnto your grace 
This heinous tale, what miſche fe it conteine ? 
Pour Fathers death, your Bꝛotherg and pour olune, | 


Pour pzeſent murder and eternall ſhame: 
Þeare me (O Ring) and ſuffer not to ſinke, 
So high a treaſon in your Pꝛincelp bꝛeſt. 

The mighty Gods foꝛbid that euer J, 
Should once conceiue ſuch miſchefe in my hart, 
Although my Bꝛother hath bereft my Realme, 
And beare perhaps to mee an hatefull minde, 
Shall Jreuenge it, with his death therfozc? 
Oz (hall J fo deſtroꝝ my Fathers life 
That gaue me life, the Gods foꝛbid J ſay, 
Ceaſe you to ſpeake ſo any moze to me, 

Ne you my freend with aunſwere once repeate 
So foule a tale, in ſilence let it dye: 

What Lozd 02 Subiea ſhall haue hope at all, 
Tbat vader me they ſafelye ſhall enioy 


Their gods, their honours,lands and liberties, 


With whom, neither one onelp b2other dere, 

Ne Father deerer, could eniop their liues? 

But ſith, J feare my ponger bzothers rage, 

And ſith perhaps ſome other man may giue 

Some like aduiſe, to moue his grudging head 

At mine eſtate:which counſell map perchaunce 

Take greater fozce with him, then this with me, 

J will in ſecret ſo pꝛepare my ſelfe, 

As ifhis mallice oꝛ his luſt to raigne, 

Bꝛeak fozth with Armes oz ſodeine violence 

J may withſtand his rage and kerpe mine owne, 
J feare the fatall time now dꝛaweth on, 

Mhen cpuill hate ſhall ende the noble lyne 

Ok famous Brute and of his ropall ſede, 

Great loue defend the miſchefes now at hand, 


23 
Dordavw. 


Ferrex. 


Dor dan. 


O that 


Porrex. 


T yndar. 


that the A e wiſe — 
Dad earſt beene heard when he belought the King 


And now while pet his aged Father hues;  . 
Carre would he haue? and he ſhall haue it ſo, 


while he ſo noble and ſo wife aJPaince, 


Not to deuide his land,noz ſend his Sonnes 
to further partes from pꝛelente ot his Courte, 


Pe pet to pelde to them his gouernaunce, 


Loe ſuch are they now in the Royall thzone 


As was that Phaeton in Phocthus Carre 


Ne then the fiery Steedes didd2awe the flame 


With wilder randon thꝛough the kindled Skies, 


Then traiterous councell now will whirle about, 
The pouthfull heads of theſe vnſkilfull Kinges, 
But J heereof their Father will enfozme, 

The reuerence ot him per haps ſhall tay 

the growing miſchefes, while they yet are greene, 
If this helpe not, then woe vnto themſelues, 
The Pzince, the people, the deuided Land. 


Actus ſramchrs; Scena ſecunda. 
Porrex. Tyngar. Philander. 


A Pvis it thus: And doth he ſo pzepare | = ; 
Againſt his Bꝛother as his moztailfoe?: = | 


Neither regards he him? noꝛ feares he me:? 


IJ ſaw my ſelfe the great pꝛepared ſtoze, 
Df Hoꝛzſe, of Armours and ot weapons there, 
Ne bꝛing I to my Lo2d repozted tales, 
Without the ground .ofſeene and ſearchedtroth, 
Loe ſecret quarrelles runne about his Courte, 
to b2ing the name of you my Loꝛd in hate 
Eche man almoſt can now debate the cauſe, 
And aſke a reaſon of ſo great a wzong, 


a OR TE SR So Set 


Js as hnwozthy reft his Beritage. 


And why the King miſlead by crafty meanes | | 
Deren thus his Land from courſe ot right. N 


The 


| 4 217 ITDOGCUC. 

Che wiſer loꝛt holde downe their griefull heads, 
Ech man withdzawes from talke and company 
Or thoſe that haue beene knowne to fauour you, 
To hide the miſchiefe of their meaning there. 
Rumozs are ſpꝛed of your pꝛeparing here, | 
The raſcall numbers of the vnſkilfull ſozt 
Are filled with monſtrous tales ol pou and yours, | 
In ſecret J was counſailed by my frends - 
To haſt me thence, and bzought you as you knowe 
Letters from thoſe that both can trulp tell, 
And would not wzite vnleſſe they knew it well. | 

My Lozd, vet ere vou now vnkindly warre, Philander 
Send to pour bzother to demaund thecauſe: 
Perhaps ſome traiterous tales haue filled his cares 
With falſe repozts againſt your noble Grace, 
Thich once diſcloſde ſhall end the growing ſtrife þ 


27 


That els not ſtaide with wiſe fozeſight in time, 


Shall hazard both pour kingdoms and pour liues: 
Send to pour father eke, he ſhall appeaſe 
Pour kindled minds, and rid you of this fearc, 
Rid me offeare? J feare him not at all, 
Ne will to him, ne to my father ſend 
Ik daunger were ſoz one to tarrie there, 
Chinke ve it ſafety to returne againe, 
In miſchiefes ſuch as Ferrex now intends, — 
{be wonted courteous lawes to meſſengers 
Are not obſerued, which in iuſt warte they vſe. 


- Porrcx. 


' Shall J ſo hazard ante one of mine? 


/ Shall J betray my truſtie frend to him? 


That hath diſcloſde his treaſon vnto me? * 
Aoet him intreat that feares,J feare him not: 

Oz chall J to the king my father ſende, 

: Pea and ſende now while ſuch a mother lines, 

That loues my bꝛother and that hateth me. 


| Shall J gius leyſure by my fond delayes 
ö To Ferrex to oppꝛeſſe me at vnware? 
13 will not,but J will inuade his realms 


d. 


25 D. And 


9 


And ceo the traitour pzince within his court, : 

Wilchiefe foz miſchiele is a due reward, » | 

Vis wꝛetched head (hall pay the woꝛthie pꝛite = 

Ok this his treaſon and his hate to me, 

Ohall J abide, intreat, and ſend and pꝛap: 

And holde my y&lden thꝛote to traitours knife: 

While J with valiant mind and conquering fozce 

Might rid my (elfe offoes,and winne a realme, 

Pet rather when J haue the w2etches head, 

Then to the king my father will J ſend, 

The bateles caſe map pet ap ale his wzath: 

It not A will defend me as nay, 

Philander. Lo beere the end of theſe two youthfull kings, 

The fathers death, the reigne of their two realmes, 

O molt vnhappie ſtate of Tounſello s, 
That light on ſo vnhappie Lozds and times, 

That ati can their god aduiſe be heard, 


Pet malt thep beare the blames ol ill ſucceſſe: 
But J will to the king their father haſt, 
Cre this milcheefe come to that likely ende, 
That ik the mindfull wzath of wzekefull Gods 
Since mightie llions fall not yet appeaſev 
With theſe poze remnant of the Trojans name 
Maue not determinedip vumaued fate 
Out of this realme to race the Brutiſh line 
By god aduiſe, by awe of fathers name, 
By foꝛce of wiſer Loꝛds, this kindled hate 
Map vet be quencht ere it tonſume vs all. 
When vouth not bꝛidled with a guiding ffay, = 
Is left to random of their owne delight, 5 
And welds whole realms by fozce of ſouereigne fray 
Great is the daunger ol vnmaiſtred might, 
Leaſt ſkilleũſe rage thzow downe with headlong fall 
their lands, their ſtates, their liues, them ſelues t all 3 
When growing pꝛide doth fill the ſwelling bꝛeſt, 
And gree die luſt doth raiſe the climbing mind, % 
Oh hardly may the perill be e In 
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or Gorbdoduc, | TP 


Ne ware of 3 Gods, ne Lawes kinde, 5 
Ne Country care can fired harts reſtraine 

hen foꝛce hath armed enuie and diſdaine. 

Ul hen kings of fozeſet will neglect the reede, 
Ok belt aduiſe, and yeld to pleaſing tales, 
That do their fancies nopſome humour fade, 
Pe reaſon,noz regard of right auales, 
Succeeding heapes of plagues ſhall teach to late 
To learne the miſchicfes of nuſguiding ltate, 

Fowle fall the traitour falſe that vndermines 

The loue of bzethzen to deſtroy them both, 

ol oe to the punce, that pliaunt care inclines 
And yeelds his nunde to poiſenous tale that floweth 
From flattering mouth. and woe to wꝛetched lande 
that waſts it ſelfe with tiuill woꝛd in hande. 

Aloe, thus it is poilon in golde to take, - 

And wholeſome dꝛinke in bomely cuppe fozlake, 


CThe Order and f enification of the dumbe 
fone before rhe third Acte. 


CFirſtthe Muſike of Fluites beganne t to play, during which 
came in vppon the Stage a companie of Mourners all clad 

in blacke, betokening Death and ſorrowe to enſue vpon 
the ill adviſed miſgouernement and diflention of Bre- 
ihren, as befell vpon the murder of Ferrex by his yonger 
brother, After the Mourners had paſſed thriſe about the 
Stage they en chen the Muſike cauſed. 


Actus tertius. Scena prima. 
G orboduc. Eubulus. Aroſtus. Philander. Nuntius. 


$$ fates; D-mindfnll wꝛath of Gods, Gorboduc, 
hole vengeante neither S mois ſtreined ſtreames 

Flowing with blod of Fronan pꝛintes flatne, ' 
Hog I gian fields pore" * Coꝛpſes dead ye 
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The Tragedye | 
Ot deen rota rms appeaſe, - ; 


Ne ſlaughter of vnhappie Pryams race 

Noz llions fall made leuell with the ſoile, 

Can vet ſuffiſe : but ſtill continued rage 

Peng ur liues, and from the fartheſt ſeas 
oth chaſt the ilſues of deſtroied Troy: 

Oh no man happie till his end be ſeene, 

Af any flowing wealth and ſerming top 

In pꝛeſent perres might make a happie wight, 

Happie was Hecuba the wofulleſ wzetch 

That euer lined tomake a mirrour of, 

And happie Pryam with his noble ſonnes, 

And f&le my moſt vnhappie wꝛetchednes: 

Behold my Lo2ds, read pe this Letter here, 

Lo it conteines the raine of this realme 

It timely (ped pꝛouide not haſtie helpe, 

Pet, O ye Gods, ik euer wofull king 

Might moue you kings of kings, wꝛeake it on me 

And on my ſonnes, not on this giltles realme- 

Send downe your waſting flames from wzathfull ſkies, 

To reaue me and my ſonnes the hatefull bzeath. 

Read, read my Lo2des : this is the matter why 

J called ye now to haue your god aduile. 


| 1 The Letter from Dordaz the Coun- 
| ſellor of the elder Prince, 


| Fabulus readeth the Letter. 
M Y Souereigne Lozd, what J am loth to wzite 
But lotheſt am to ſ&,that Jam fozced 

By Leters nowto make pou vnderſtand, 

My H. oꝛd Ferrex pour eldeſt ſonne miſlead 

By traitours framde ol pong vntempered wittes, 
An foꝛce againſt pour ronger fonne, 
Ne can my counſell pet withdzaw the beate 
And e ee inllamed head: 


Diſdaine 


O Or DOofUUc. 


a — he) ol his inheritaunce 18 

Armes him to wzeke the great pꝛetended wzong 
Miith cpuill Swozd vpon his Bꝛothers life, 

: Ifpzeſent helpe do not reſtraine this rage 


This flame wil waſte pour ſonnes, pour land x pou. 
Your Mateſties taithfull and moſt 


humble Subiect Dor dan. 


King, appeaſe your greefe and ſay your plaint 
Creat is the matter and a wofull caſe: 
But timelp knowledge may bzing manly help. 
- Sendfoz them both vnto your pꝛeſence here, 
The reuerence of pour honour,age,and ſtate, 
PVour graue aduice, the awe of Fathers name 
Shall quickly knit againe this bzoken peace: 
And it in either of my Lozdes your Sonnes, 
Be ſuch vntamed and vnyelding pꝛide 
As will not bend vnto pour noble Heſtes. 
At ferrex the elder Sonne can beare no pere, 
D Porrex not content, aſpires fomoze 
Then rou him gaue aboue his natiue right: 
Jopne with the iuſter ſide, ſo ſhall you fozce 
Them to agree; and holde the Land in ſtay. 
: What meaneth this:loe yonder comes in haſte, 
: Philander from my Lo2d pour yonger Sonne. 
; The Gods ſend ioyfullnewes. 
i The mihht y loue 
' Pzeſerue your Paieſtie, O noble Ming. 


Philander, welcome: But how doth my Bonne: 


Pour ſonne, ſir, liues and healthie J him left: 
But yet (O King)tyis want of luſttull health, 
Could not be halfe ſo greefefull to your grace, 
As theſe moſt wzetched tidinges that J bing. 
DO heauens pet moꝛe:no end ot woes tome? 
Imdar, O Ring, came lateiy from the Courte, 
Pl Ferrex, tomy Lozd your vonger Sonne, 
And made repozteof great pzepared ſloꝛe 


4 
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D. ig. | Ok | 


Aroft us. 


Eubulus. 


Gorboditc. : 


Philander 


Gorboduc. 
Philander. 


G orboduc, 
Philander. 


1c 1 ragedye 


Ok warre, and ſaith that it is wholy ment 
Againſt Porrex fo2 high difdaine that he 
Lines now a King and egall in degree 
Mlith him, that claimeth to ſucceede the whole. 
As by due title ol diſcending right: 5 
Porrex is nob lo ſet on flaming ſier, 
Partely with kindled rage ofcruell wzath, 
Partcly with hope to game a Realme therbp, 
That he in halte pꝛepareth to inuade 

Mis Bꝛothers Land, and with vnkindely warre 
Thꝛeatens the murder of pour elder Sonne, 
Ne could J him perſwade that firſt he ſhould, 


. 


Send fo his bꝛother to demaund the cauſe; 


No2 yet to vou to ſtay his hatefull rife, 
WUherfoze ſith there nomoze J can be heard, 
I come my ſelſe now to enfoꝛme your Grace: 
And to beſerche peu as vou loue the life 


And lafetie of your Childzen and pour Realme, 


Gor boduc. 


Now fo employ your wiſoome and pour fozce 
Lo ſtape this miſchefeere it be to late. 

Are tbey in Armes: would he not (end foz me? 
Is this the honour ofa Fathers name? 


In vaine we trauaile to aſwace their mindes, 


Phiilandey, 


As if their hartes whome neither Bꝛotbers loue 
Noꝛ Fathers awe, noz Bingdomes care can moue 


Dur counſells could withdꝛawe from raging heate, 


Joue ſlape them both, and end the curſed Line, 
Foz though perhaps keare of ſuch mighty fozce 

7s Imp Loꝛds, iopned with pour noble aides 
Pap yet raiſe, ſhall expꝛeſſe their pꝛeſent heate, 
The ſecret grudge and malice vill remaine 
The fier not quenched, but kept in cloſe reſtrainte 
Fed ſtill within,bzeakes fo2th with double flame 


Lhetr death and mine muſt peale the angry Gods. 
Yeelde not; O ing, ſo much to weake; diſpaire, 


Pour Sonnes vet liue, and long 7 truft they call: 
If fates had taken youfronvearthly tie, 
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Gorboduc. 


Welbꝛe beginning of thi cyuill ſtrife: 
Perhaps your Bonnes in their vnmaiſtered youth, 


Would runne on headlong, with vnbꝛideled Race 
To their owne death and ruine of this Kealme, 
But ſith the Gods that haue the care foꝛ Kinges, 
Df thinges and times diſpoſe the oꝛder ſo 

That in your life this kindled flame bꝛeakes fw2th 
While pet pour life, your wiſdome and your power, 
Map tay the growing miſcheefe,and repꝛeſſe 

The flierp blaze of their vnkindled heute 

It ſemes,and ſo ye ought to deeme therof, 

Chat louing loue hath tempꝛed ſo the time 

Pk this debate to happen in your dates 

That you pet liuing may the ſame appeaze, 

And adde it to the glozy of yourlatter age 

And they pour Sonnes may learne to liue in peace, 
Beware (O Ring) the greatelt harme of all, 

Leaſt by your wailefull plaints pour haſtened death 
Peelde larger rome vnto their growing rage: 
Pꝛeſerue pour life, the only hope of ap: 

And ik pour highnes herrin lift fo vſe 

Ui dome oz foꝛce, councell oꝛ Knightly aide: 
Loe we our perſons, powers and liues are pours, 
Ale vs till death, O Ring, we are pour owne. 

2 Loe here the perrill that was erſt foꝛeſæne 
When you(D Ring) did firſt denide your Land 

And pelde pour pꝛeſent raigne vnto your Sonnes. 
But now D noble Pꝛince) now is no time 8 
to waile and plaine, and waste your wokull like, 
Nou is the time foꝛ pꝛeſent god aduice, 
Soꝛrow doth darke the indgement ofthe wit 
The hart vnbꝛoken and the courage free N 
from feble faintenes of boteles diſpaire 

Dotz either riſe to ſafetie 02 renowne, 

By noble valour ot vnuanquiſhed minde: 

Oz vet doth perriſh in moze happie loꝛte. 


Pour 


Loſe from regarde of any lining wight, . 


Eubulus, 


8 ; Ls 
Fee 


r 2. q * s EN * 85 I 4 7 , 3 4. 
„ bt 
8 1 & Kos *. 


he Tragedye 


Pour Grace may ſend to either of your Sonnes 
Some one both wiſe and noble perſonage, 
Which with god councell and with 2 
Df Father ſhall pꝛeſent befoze their eyes 
Pour heſt, your life, your ſafetie and their owne, 
The pꝛeſent miſchafe of their deadly frife 


And in the while, aſſemble you the fozce 


Nuntius. 


Gorboduc. 


Chorus. 


TUhich pour commaundement and the ſpedy bale, 


Ok all my Loꝛds bere pꝛeſent can pꝛepare: 


The terrour of pour mighty power (hall Caye 
The rage of both, oz yet of one at leaſf, 

O king the greateſt grefe that euer Pamnce did 
That euer wokull meſſenger did tell, (beare, 
That euer wꝛetched Land hath ſcene befoꝛe 
J bꝛing fo you, Porrex pour ponger Sonne 
Uith ſudden foꝛce, inuaded hath the Land 
That pou to Ferrex did alotte to rule: 

And with his owne moſt bloudy hand he bath 

Vis Bꝛother ſlaine, and doth poſſefle his Kealme. 
O heauens ſend down the flames of your revenge, 

Deſtroy J ſay with flath of wzeakefull fier , 

The traitour Sonne, and then the wzetched ſire. 

But let vs goe, that vet perhaps Jmay, 

Dye with renenge, and peaze the hatcfull Gods, 

The luſt of kingdomes knowes no ſacred faith, 
No rule of reaſdn, no regarde ok right: 


No kindelp loue, no feare of heanens wzath: 


But with contempt of Gods, and mans deſpite, 
Thꝛough blodye laughter doth pꝛepare the waies, 
To fatall Scepter and accurſed reigne. 

The ſonnes ſo loathes the Fathers lingring dates, 
Ne dꝛeades his hand in Bꝛothers bloud to ſtaine 


O weetched Pzince,ne dot thou yet recoꝛde, 


Thus fatall plagues purſue the guiltie race 


{A he pet freſh Purthers done within the Lands 
Ok thy fozefathers, when the cruell M 
Bereft Morgan his life with Cozins hand? 


Whoſe 
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With endles miſchiefes on the curſed bzod, 
The wicked child this bꝛings to wofull Sire, 
The mournefull plaints to waſt his weary life; 


Mhus da the cruell flames of cinillfire 
Deſtroy the parted reigne with ltrike, 
And hence doth ſpzing the well from which doth floe, 
The dead blacke ſtreams of mournings,plaints and woe; 
CThe Order and ſignification of the dumbe 
ſhewe before the fourth Acte. | 


¶ Firſt the Muſike of Howeboies began to playe, during 

whichtherecame foorth from vnder the Stage, asthough 
out of Hell chree Furies, Alecto, A =_ and Creſiphone, 
clad in blacke garments ſprinkled with bloud and flames, 
their bodies girtwith Snakes , their-heads ſpred with Ser- 
pents in ſteed of haire, the one bearing in hit hand a Snake 
the other a whip . and the third a burning firebrand: eche 
driuing before them a _ and a Queene , which moo- 
uedjby Furies, vnnaturally had ſlaine their owne children. 
The names of the Kings and Queenes were theſe, Tunta- 
lus, Medea, Athamas, Ino, Cambiſes; Althea, after that the 
Furies and theſe had pafled about the Stagethriſe,they de- 
parted, and then the Muſike ceaſed ; heereby was ſignified 
the vnnaturall murders to followe, that is to ſaye, . Porrex 
ſlaine by his owne mother. And of King Gorbodvc, and 
Queene Diden, killed by their owne Subiects. 


Actus quartus. Scena prima. 
| Viden ſola. 


Hy ſhould J line and linger fo2th my time 
n longer life to double my diſtreſſe? 
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f D mc molt wokull wight whome no miſhap 


Long ere this dax could haue bereaued hente. 
: V Pight 


Might not theſe hands by foztune oz by fate 


Ge 


Haue pearſt this bzeſt and life with iron reff, | 
D2 in this pallace pere where J ſo lot 

Baue ſpent my dates,could not that happie houre 
Once, once haue hapt in which theſe hu gie frames 
With death by fall might haue oppꝛeſſed me, 
Oz ſhould not this mo hard and cruell ſople, 
Do oft where J haue pzelt my wzetched ſteps, 
Sometimes had ruth ol myne accurſed life, 

To rend in twaine and ſwallow me therein. 

Do had my bones poſſeſſed now in peace 
Their happie graue wit hin the cloſed ground. 
And greedie wozmes had gnawne this pined hart 
Without my feeling paine : ſo ſhould not now 

This liuing bꝛeſt remaine the ruthfull tombs 
Mherein my hart peelden to death is graued: 

Noꝛ d2iery thoughts with pangs of pining griefe 
My dolefull mind hath not afflided thus, | 
O my beloued ſonne: O my (week child, 

My deare Ferrex,my iop, my liues delight. 


Js my welbeloued ſonne, is my ſwat child, 
My deare Ferrex, my iop, my lines delight 
Murdꝛed with cruell death: O hatefull wzetch, 


O hainous traitour both to heauen and earth, 
Thou Porrex, thou this damned deed haſt wꝛought, 
Chou Porrex, thou ſhalt dearely abye the ſame, 
Traitour to kinne and kinde, to ſire and me, 

To thine owne fleſh, and traitour to thy ſelle, 

The Gods on ther in hell ſhall wzeake their wzath, 


And heere in earth this hand ſhall take reuenge £ 
On the Porrex,thou falſe and caitife wight, I 
Ik after bloud ſo eager were thy thirſt, . 
And murderous mind had ſo poſſeſſed ther, 1 
If ſuch hard hart ol rocke and Conte flint 4 
Liued in thy bꝛeſt, chat nothing els could like RR 

Thy cruell tyꝛants thought but death and bloud, [ 


Mild ſauage beaſts might not the laughter * ; 
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ot Gorboduc. 


10 tæde thy grerdy will and in the middeſt 
Pet their entratles to ſtaine thy deadly handes 
Mith blod deſerued, and dzinke thereof thy fill: 
Oz ifnought els but death and blood of man 
Might pleaſe thy luſt,couldnone in Bꝛitaine land 
Whoſe hart betoꝛne out of his louing bzeſt 
Mith thine own hand, oz wozke what death thou wouldſt 
Suffiſe to make a ſacrifice to appeaſe 
That deadly minde and murderous thought in thee? 
But he who in the ſelfe lame wombe was wꝛapped 
M here thou in diſmall houre recemedf life? 
* D2; ik neꝛdes, needes this hand might laughter make, 
Mightſt thou not haue reacht a moztall wound, 
And with thy Cwozd haue pierſt this curſed wombe 
That the accurſed Porrex bzought to light? 
And giuen me a iuſt reward therefoze. 
Do Ferrex. if ſweet life might haue entoyed 
And to his aged father comfozt bzonght, 
With ſome pong ſonne in whome they both might liue. 
But wherevnto waſte J this ruthfull ſpeech 2 
To thee that hath thy bꝛothers bloud thus ſhed? - 1 
Shall J ſtill thinke that from this wombe thou ſpzong: ; 
That J thee bare? on take thee foz my ſonne⸗ 
No traitour, no: I the refaſe fo2 mine, 
| Purderer J thee renounce, thou art not mine: 
Peuer, D wꝛetch, this wombe conceiued thee, 
| No2 neuer bode J painefull thꝛowes foz thee: 
2 Chaungeling to me thou art, and not my childe, 
: No2 to no wight that ſparke of pittie knewe, 
* Ruthles vnkind,monſter of Natures wozke, 
Thou neuer ſuckt the milke of womans bzeſf, 
| But from thy birth the cruell Migres teates 
| Yauenurſed,noz yet offleſh andbloud 
Foꝛmed is thy hart hut of hard iron wzought, 5 1 
And wilde and deſert wods bzed thee to life: I 
But canſt thou hope to ſcape my iuſt renenge? 1 
bat that theſe hands well not be wꝛekte on thee? 
| E. U, Doe 
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Doelk thou not knowe that Ferre x mat her lines 
That loved him moze dearely than her ſelfe? 
And dath ſhe liue, and is not venged on the? 


Actus quartus. Scena ſecunda. 
Got baduc. Aroſtus. Eubulus. Porrex. Marcella, 


Corboduc, WE meruaile much whereto this lingering fate 
| Falles out ſo long: Porrex vnto our Court 

By oꝛder of our Letters is returned, 

And Eubulus reteiued from vs by heilt 

At his arriuall here to giue him charge 

3Befoze our pꝛeſente ſtreight to maße repaire, 

And pet we heare no woꝛd whereofhe ſtaies. 
Aroſt us. Lo where he comes and Eubulus with him. 
Eubulus. Accoꝛding to your highnes heſt to me 

Herre haue J Porrex bzought cuen in ſuch ſoꝛt 

As from his wearied hozſe he did alight, 

Foz that pour Grace did will ſuch haſt therein. 
Gerboduc, Alle like and pꝛaiſe this ſpœdie will in vou 
To wozke the thing that to your charge we gaue. 
Porrex, it we ſo farre ſhould ſwarue from kinde, 
And from theſe bounds which lawes of nature ſets, 
As thou haſt dons by vile and wzetched deede 
In cruell murder of thy bzothers life, 


Dur pꝛeſent hand could Kay no longer time, 1 
But ſtreight ſhould bath this blade in bloud of thee, 3 
As iuſt reuenge of thy deteſted crime. f 
No, ur ſhould not offendthe lawe of kinde I 


Jfnow this ſwozd of ours did ſlap thee heere: 
Foz thou haſt murdered him whoſe heinous death 
Euen natures fozce doth moue vs to reuenge 
By bloud againe : Fut Juſtice foꝛceth vs 

To meaſure Death foz Death, thy due deſerte, . 
Pet ſithens thou art our childe, and ſith as pet | ; 
Jn this hard caſe what woꝛd thou canſt alledge . 
Foz thy defence, by vs hath not beeneheard, 7 


0 Orbodiic. 
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{ Wie are content to ſtaye our will foz that 

Which Jaltice bids vs p2eſently to wozke: = 

And giue the leaue to vie thy (peach at ſull 

If ought thou haue tolaye foꝛ thine excuſe. | 
Neither O King, J can o2 will deny | Parts: 

But that this hand from Ferrex life hath reft; 

Which fact how much my dolc* ll hart doth waile 

Oh would it monght as full appcare to ſight 

As inwardgrefe doth poure it fozth to me, 

So pet perhaps if euer ruthefull hart 

Melting in teares within a manly bꝛeaſt, 

Chꝛough depe repentante ot his bloudy fac, 

Ik euer greeſe, if euer wofull men 

Might moue regreite with ſozrow ofhis faulte, 

I thinke the toꝛment of my mournefull caſe 

Knowen to pour grace, as I do fœle the ſame, 

Would fozce euen w2ath her ſelfe to pittie me. 

But as the water troubled with the mudde 

Shewes not the face which elsthe eye ſhould ſee: 

Euen ſo pour Jrefull minde with ſtirred thought, 

Cannot ſo perfectly diſcerne my cauſe, f 

But this vnhape, amongſt ſo many heapes 

JA maſt content me with, moſt wꝛetched man, 

That to my ſelfe J muſt referre my woe 

In pining thoughtes ol mine accurſed fact: 

Sitbence J map not ſhewe herre my ſmalleſt grerfe 

Such as it is, and as my bzeaſt endures, 

Which J eſteeme the greateſt milerie 

Dfall miſhappes that Foztune nowcan ſend, 

Not that J reſt in hope with plainte and teares 

Should purchaſe life: foz to the Gods J clepe 

Foz true reco2de of this my faithfull ſpech, 

Neuer this hart ſhall haue the thoughtfull dꝛead 

To dye the death that by your graces dome 

By iuſt deſarte, ſhalbe pzonouncedto me: 

Poz neuer ſhall this tung once ſpend this ſpeech,. 

Pardon to craue, oʒ ſœke by ſute toliue; 

E. ij. Ameane 
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I meane not this as though J were not toucht 
Miith care of dꝛeadfull death, oʒ that helde 
Life in contempt: but that J know, the minde 
Stoupes to no dzead, although the fleſh be fraile, 
And foz my guilte, I pielde the ſame ſo great 

As in my ſelfe I finde a feare to ſue 


Foz graunt of life. 

Gorboduc. In vaine, O wzetch thou cheweſt 
A wofull hart, Ferrex now lyes i in graue, 
Slaine by thy hand. | 

Porrex. Pet this, O Father, heare: 


And then J end: Your Maieſtie well knowes, 
That when my Bꝛother Ferrex and my ſelfe 
| By pour owne beſt were toyned in gouernaunce 
1 Df this your Graces Realme of Bre Land 
71.81  Jnener ſought noz trauailed fo the ſame, 
1 Noꝛ by my ſelfe,oz by no freend J w2ought, 
But from your highnes will alone it ſpzung, 
Df your moſt gracious godnes bent to me, | 
1 But how my Bꝛothers hart euen then repined, 
1 Mith ſwollen diſdaine againſt mine egall rule « 
b | Seeing that Kealme,which by diſcent ſhould growe 
* TAholp to him, allotted halfe tome? 
ECuen in pour highneſſe Courte he now remaines, 
And with my Bꝛother then in neereſt place 
Tho tan recoꝛde, what pzofe therof was hewve 
And how my 1B2others enuious hart appe&rde 
Pet IJ that iudged it my parte to ſeke | 
Vis fauour and god will, andloth to make 5 
Pour highneſſe know the thing which ſhould haue bzought 
Greefe to your Grace, and your offence to him, 1 
Yoping by earneſt ſute ould ſwne haue wonne, i, 
A louing hart within a Bzothers bꝛeſt 
Uzought in that ſozte that foz a pledge of loue 
And kaithkull hart, he gaue to me his hand. 
This made me think, that he had baniſhed quite 
All rancour from his thought, and bare to me 
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Orboduc. 


Or. 


Such hart loue,as J did oſve fo him: NN 


But after once we left pour Graces Court 


2 And krom your highneſſe p2eſence lived aparte, 
This egall rule ſtill, fill did grudge him ſo, 5 
That now thoſe enuious ſparkes which erſt lay rakte 


In liuing Cinders ofdiſſembling bꝛeſt, 

Kindled ſo farre within his hartes diſdaine 
That longer could he not refraine from pzofe , - 
Df ſecret pzactiſe to depꝛiue my life 

Wy Poyſons fo2ce,and had bereft me ſo, 

It mine owne Seruant hired to this fac 

And moued by troth with hate to wwzke the ſame, 
If time had not bewzated if bnto me: 

When thus A (awe the knot of lone vnknit, 

All honeſt League and faithfull pzomiſe bzoke, 
The Lawe of kinde and troth thus rent in twaine, 
His hart onmiſcheefe ſet, and in his bzeſt 


VBlack treaſon hid then, then did J diſpaire 


That euer time could winne him frend to me, 
Then ſaw 3 how he ſmiled with laying Knife 
Wzapped vnder cloake, then ſaw J depe deceite 
Lurke in his face and death pꝛepared foz me: 
Euen nature moued me then to holde my life 
Poze dere to me then his, and bad this hand, 
Since by his life my death muſt needes enſue, 
And by his death my life to be pꝛeſerued: 

To ſhed his bloud, and ſeeke my ſafetie ſo, 

And wiſdome willed me without pzotract 


1 In ſpeedy wiſe to put the ſame in vꝛe. 


Thus haue J tolde the cauſe that moued me 

To wozk my Bꝛothers death and ſo 3 yelde 

Py life, my death to iudgement of your grace. 
Oh cruell wight, ſhould anp cauſe pꝛeuaile 

To make the ſtaine thy handes with bꝛothers blod 


But what of thee we will reſolue to do, 


Shall yet remaine vnknowen: Thou in the meane, 
Syalt from our ropall pꝛeſence baniſhed be 58 
nti 
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Gorboduc. 


Aroſt us. 


e I ragedye 
Untill our Izincely pleaſure furder chall 
To thee be ſhewed, departe therfoze our ſight 
Accurſed childe. UWhat cruell deſtiny? 
What froward fate hathloztey vs this chaunce 
That euen in thoſe, where we ould comfozt finde, 
Where our delight now in our aged dates 


Should reſt and be,euen there our only grefe 


And deepeſt fozrowes to abzidge our life, 
Moſt pining cares and deadly thoughts do graue. 


Pour Grace ſhould now in theſe graue peeres of pours 


Haue found ere this the pꝛice of moꝛtall Joyes, 
Yow choꝛte they be, how fading here in earth 
Hou full of change, how bzittle our eſtate, 

Df nothing ſure, ſaue only of the Death, 

To whome both man and all the wozlde doth owe 


Their end at.laſt,neither ſhall natures power 


| Corboduc. 


Marcella. 


In other ſozte againſt your hart pꝛeuaile, 

Then as the naked hand whole ſtroke aſſaies 

The armed bzeaſt where foꝛce doth light in vaine. 
Manp can yeelde right graue and ſage aduice 

Df patient ſpzite to others wzapped in woe, 

And can in ſpeech both rule and conquer kinde, 

ho if by p:wte,they might feele natures fozce, 

would ſhew themſelues men as they are indeede, 


Whichnow will needes be Gods: but what doth meane 


The ſoꝛry cheere that heere doth come? 
Oh where is ruthe: o where is pit tie now? 
Whether is gentle hart and merey fled? 


Are they exiled out of our ſtony bzeaſtes 
Neuer to make returne? is all the wozlde 


Map haue no plate, if there no gentle hart 


Dꝛowned in blood, and ſuncke in crucitic? 
Jfnof in women mercy may be found, 

It not (alas) within the Mothers bzeſf 

To her owne childe, to her owne fleſh and bloud 
Ik ruthe be baniſhed thence,if pittie there 


Do line and dwell, where ſhould we lecke it then? 


Padam 
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4 The noble P 
Put ol his wzetchedflumberhaſtilie fart,  -- 
/ Whoſe ſtrength now failing ſtreight he ouerthzew, 
Nahen in the fall his eyes euen now vncloſed * 
Beheld the Querne, and tryed to her fo2 helpe, 
We then, alas, the Ladies which that time 
Did there attend, ſeeing that heinous deede, 

| Andhearinghimoft call the wzetchedname 


of Gorboduc. 


Madam (alc 
O ſilly woman'J;why to this how ze, 
Haue kind and foztane thus deferred my bzeath? 
That J chould liue to ſe this dolefull dape: 
Mill ener wight bel eeue that ſuch hard hart 
Could reſt within the cruell Mothers bꝛeaſt, 
With her owne hand to laye her onely Donne? 
But out (alas) theſe eyes behelde theſame, 
They ſaw the dꝛiery light, and are become 
Moſt rathefutl recoꝛdes of the bloudy fac. 
Porrex, alas, is by his Mother llaine, 
And with her hand a wofull thing to tell, 
While ſlumb ing on dis carefull bed he reſtes, 
His hart ſtalhe * with knife is reft of life. 
O Eubuluß, oh dzaw this woꝛd of ours, = 
And pierce this hart with ſpede, Dhatefull light, 
O loathſome life, W werte and welcome Death, 
Tere Eubulus wozke this we the beſeche. 
Patient pour Grace, perhaps helineth yet, 


Milith wound receiued, dut not ot certaine death, 


Dlet vs then repaire vnto the place. 
And ſe if that Porrex,oz thus be ſlaine. 

Alas helineth not, it is to true, 
That with theſeeyes ol him a pereles Pzincs, - 
Sonne to a Ring, and in the flower of youth, 
Euen with a winke a ſenceles ſock Jſaw, 

O damned deede, 
But heare this ruthefull end, 
ice pierſt with the ſodaine wounds 


Df mother, and tocrie to her fo aide, 


3) what meanes pour wofull tale? 


f. Whoſe 


Gorboaxc. 


Marcella. 


Gorbodluc, 


Eubulus, 
Gorboduc. 
Marc ella. 


Aroſt us. 
Marcella. 


'S 


The'l tas 


gedye 
N hole dire full hand gaue him the magtall wound 
Pitieng alas (fo nougvt eis could e do) 7 
wis rafnl ende, ranne to the wofull bes 
Wiſpoyled ſtreight his bꝛeſt, and all we might 
U iped in vaine with napkins next at hande, 
The ſodaine l reames of bloud that fluſhed faſt 
Out of the gaping wound: O what aloke, 
O what a ruthkull ſtedfaſt eye me thought 
Me ſixed vpon my fate which to my death - 
ill neuer parte from me, when with a bzaide 
A deepe fet ſigh he gaue, and therewithall 
_ Claſping his hands, to heauen he caſt his light, 
And ſtreight pale death pzeſſing within his face 
The flying gholt his moꝛtall cozps j]. 
Aroſtus. * Neuer did ageb2zing lacth fo vile a fade. 
Marcella, O hard and cruell hap, that thus aſſigned 
Unto ſo wozthie a wight ſo wzetched ende, | 
But moſt hard eruell hart that conſent 
To lend the hatefull deſtenies that hande, 
By wh ich, ales, ſu beynous crime was wꝛonght, 
© Nucne of Adamant, Omarbie bzeſt, ä 
If not the fauour of his comely face, : 
Ik not his p2incely cheare and countenance, : 
His valiaunt actiae armes, his mai bʒeſt, £ 
It not his faire an (@mely perſonage, / mech 
| Mis noble limmes in ſuch pzopoztioncaſt, | + 
As would haue w2apped a ſilly womans thought. 
Ik this might not haue mwued the blodie hart, 
And that maſt cruell hand the wꝛetched weapon 
Euen to let fall, and kiſt hum in the face, 
. . With teares fogruth to reaue ſuch ane by death. 
Should nature yet conſent to ſlay her ſannet 5 
D mother, thou to murder thus thy chide, 5 
Euen Joue with iuſtice maſt with lightning flames : 
From heauen ſend downe ſome ſtraunge reuenge on 4 x 
Ab noble Pzince,how oft haue J beheld : 
The mounted on — and trampting ſterde, 
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Shining in a beten the Tilte, 
And with thy | miltrifſe reve. tide on thy — 
And charge thy Ralfe to ple aſe thy Ladies exe, 
That bowed the bend peece of thy frendly foee 
Dao okt in aimes onhozſeto bend themace,  ' 
How olt in armes on tot to bzeake the ſwozde, 
Mhich neuen naw theſe eyes may ſ@ againe. : f 
Madame alas, in vaine theſe plaints are ſhed, Aroſtus. 
Rather with me de part, and helpe to aſſwage 
The thoughtfull griefes that in the aged king 
Muſt nedes by nature growe by death of this 
His onely ſonne, whome he did hold ſo deare. 
What wight is that which ſawe that J did ſee, Marcella. 
And could refraine to waile with plaint and teares, 
Hot J, alas, that hart is not in me, 
But let vs go, fo Jam greeued anewe, 
To call to minde the wzetched fathers woe. #4 
| Whengreedie luſt in royall ſeate to reigne „ ee 
Hatt ret all care of Gods and eke of men, | 
And crucll hart, wzath, treaſon and diſdaine 
Mithin the ambitious bꝛeſt are lodged then, 
Behold how miſchiefe wide her ſelfe diſplayes, 
And with the bzothers hand the bꝛother ſlayes. 
: Mhen blpud thus ſhed doth ſtaine this heauens face, 
= Crytngfo Joue foz vengeance of the deede, 
The mightit God euen moueth from his place | 
= With wzath to wzeke, then ſend he foꝛth with ſperde = 
The dzeadfyll furies,daughters of the night, 
= With ſerpents girt,carrying the whip ol ire, 
With haire of ſtinging ſnakes, and ſhining bztght 
With flames and bloud, and with a bzand of fire: 
Theſe foz reuenge of wzetched murder done. 
Doth cauſe the mother kill her onely ſonne. 
Bloud aſtz ethbloud, and death muſt death requite, 
Joue by his juſt and euerlaſting dome 
Juſtly hathquer ſo requited it: 
Ln me befoze recozv,and times to come 
F. 2 bau 
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Obel findit trus ud io bath peſent po 


Pꝛsſent befoze our eies ſoʒ aur behoſe. bath 
© happie wight that ſuffers not the mare brenn 
Df murderous mind to tangle him in blood: 2 
And happie he that can in tim e beware 

By others harmes, and turne it to his god. 

But woe to him that fearing not ta oſfend, 
Doth ſerne his luſt, and will not ſee the end p 


¶ The Order and fi tion of the dumbe 
ſhewe beforethe fift Acte. 


¶ Firſt the Drummes and Fluites began to —. dvring 
which there came foorth vppon the Stage a companie of 
_ uebuſhers and of armed men all in order of battaile, 
ele aſter their peec... diſcharged, and that the armed 

men * three times marched about the Stage, departed, 
and then the Drummes and Fluites did ceaſe. Hecreby 
was ſignified Tumultes, Rebellions , Armes, and ciuill 
warres to followe, as fell in the Realme of great ene, 
which by the ſpace of fiſtie yeares and more continued 
in ciuill warre betweene * Nobilitie after the death 
of King Gorboduc, and of his Iſſues, for want of cer- 
taine limitation in the ſucceſsĩon of the Crowne, till 
the time of Dunwallo AA e, , Who e the Land 


to Monarchie. 


1 Actus quintus. Scena prima. 
{+ 6 Clotyn. Mandud. Gwenard, Fergus. Eubuluts. 


Id euer age bzing fo2th ſuch tyꝛants harts, 

The bꝛother hath bereft the bꝛothers life, 
The mother ſhe hath dyde her cruell hands 

An bloud ot her owne ſonne, and now at laſt 
The people loe foꝛgetting truth and lone, 

Contemning quite both lawe and loyall hart, : 

Cuen they haue ſlaine their ſouereigne L oꝛd and "bal I 

au 2 


Clatyn, 


? i yoOrboauc | 9 18 F 
; is trattorons crimes bpunithedrel | 
1 pceaſenot carriedout withrage, * 
Anew blond thedde vnto the Pzinces Binne 
To llape them all, and to vpꝛote the race 
Both ol the Hing and Nueene, ſo are they moued 
2 WithPo = death, wherin they fallelp charge 
- Theguiltelefſe King without deſart at all. 
: Andfraiterovſly baue aer We aN OE 2 
4 And eke the Mutene. 
| dhall Subiecs dare with fozce ule 
J To wozk reyenge vpon their Pzinces fac? | 
S ! Admitthe wwz2lt that may: as ſure in this 


The deede was foule,the Nucne to ſlape her ſonne: 

Shall yet the @ubiec ſeke to take the Swozd? 

: Ariſe againſt his Loꝛd, and ſlape his — 

O wꝛetched ſtate where thoſe rebellious hartes 

Are not rent out euen from their liuing bꝛeaſtes 

And with tye body thꝛowen vnto the Fowles 

KA s Carrion fade, fo2 terrour of the reſt. 

d . Chere can no puniſhment be thought fo great Fergus. 

Pao this ſogreuous crime, let ſperde therfoze 755 

Be vled therin foꝛ it behoueth ſo, | 

Pe all my Lozdes J ſe conſent in one, Eubulus. 

And J as one conſent with ve in all: | 
holde it moze then nede with the ſharpeſt Lawe, 
to puniſhe the tumultuous blody rage: | 

Fo nothing moze may ſhake the common ſtate, 8 
then lufferance of vpzoares without redꝛeſſe: $ 
” Wherbyhow ſome ingdomes ol mighty power 
Alter great Conqueſts made, and flour iſhing 

In kame and wealth haue beene to ruine bzought, 

A pꝛap to Ioue that we may rather waile 

= Such hap in them, then witnes in our ſelues 

Cnke kully with the Duke my minde agrees 

f 12. no cauſe ſerues, wherby the dubiect may 

4 1 e e "Fat Paince, Puch 
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| he” L rage 0 ye 
waz in blod by lmoꝛd to woozke revenge | 
No moze then may the hand cut of the bead, 
In Acc noz ſpeech,no: not in ſetret thought 
The Subiecd may rebell againſt his Lozd 
Oꝛ Judge of him that ſits in Cæſars eate. 
AUith grudging minde dv damne thoſe Pemillines, 
Though Ringes fozget to gouerne as they ought, 
Pet Subiecs muſt obey as they are bound: 
But now my Lo2des befoze ye farder wade 
2 ſpend your ſpeech, what ſharpe reuenge hall fall 
By iuſtice plague on theſe rebellious wights, 
Me thinkes ye rather ſhould firſt ſearche the way 
By which in time the rage of this vpꝛoare, 
Mought be repꝛeſſed, and theſe great tumults ceaſed 
Euen pet the life of Brttamt Land doth bang, | 
Jn Traitours Ballauntce of vnequall weight, 
Think not my LLo2ds the death of Gorboduc _ 
Noz pet Videnaes blod will ceaſe their rage: 
Cuen our obne liues, our wives and Childzen, | 
' Pur Cuntry deereft of all in danger Tandes, 
Now to be ſpoyled, now, now made deſolate, 
And by our ſelues a tonqueſt to enſuc: 
#02 giue once ſweye vato thepcoples luſtes, 
To ruſh fo:th on, and (taps them not in time, 
And as the ſtreame that rowleth downe the hin, 
Do wil they headlong run with raging thougbtes- 
From bloud to bloud, from miſcherfe vnto moe, - ; 
To ruine of the Realme,themſelnes and all, 5 
Do giddie are the common peoples mindes, 
So glad of change, moꝛe wauering then the dean, 
Pe ſee (my Lozdes)what ſtrength theſe Rebels baue 432! 
. Whathagienumber is aſſembled ſtill, 
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- Foz though the traiterous fac, fo2 which they roſe, 


Be w2ought and done. yet lodge they ſtill in ferlde, 
So that how farre their furies yet will ſtretch. 
Great cauſe we haue to dzead, that we may ſeke 
By pꝛeſent Battaile to repzelle their na 

perde 


T hele violent thinges may daue no laſtt 
| Let vs therfoze vie this fog pꝛeſent help 


OrDOC TUC. 


Sp de mult we'vie tolegiefozce therfc 
Foz either they fozthwith will miſcherf — 
Oꝛ their rebellious roares fozthwith muſt ceaſe: 
3 londe 


Perſwade by gentle ſpach, and offer g 
with. gifte of pardon ſaue vnto the cherte 
And that vpon condicion thatfozthwitt 
They pelde the Captaines of their ente 
To beare ſuch guerdon of their traitero! 
As map be both due vengeance to t 
And holeſome terrour to poſteritie. 
T his ſhall J think: flatter the great parte, 
Chat now are holden with deſtre of home, 

Wearted in felde with colde of Minte s nightes, 
And ſome ( no doubt) ſtriknen wich dꝛeab of Lawe 


- Then this is once pꝛoclaimed, it ſhall make 


Lhe Captaines tu miſtruſt the muititude, 
Whoſe ſafetie bids them to betrape their heads, 
And ſo much mo2e becauſe the raſcall 15 
In thinges of great and perilous attemptes, 
Are neuer truſtie to the noble race. 
And while we treat and fande on tearmes of grace 
We (hall both ſtay their furies rage the while, 


And eke gaine time, whoſe only helpe ſaffiſeth. 


Withouten:warre to vanquiſhe Rebells power 
In the meane while, make pou in readines, 


Such band ol Hozſemen as ye may pꝛepare: 
” Yozſemen you know, are not the Comons ſtrength 
But are the forte and ſtoꝛe of noble men fl 
. > Wherby the vnchoſen and vnarmed ſozte 

- Dfſkilliſh Ne belles, whome none other power, 
But number makes to be ol vzeadfull fozce, 
Mith ſoddeine bzunt may quickly be oppꝛeſt. 
And ik this gentle meane ol pꝛoſfered grate 
Mäith ſtubboꝛne hartes cannot ſo farre auaile 
As to aſſwage their deſperatecourages: 


Then 


T/ 


Clotin a 


Mandud, 


F. ergus. 


That iuſtip then hall on theſe Rebelles fall: 


ard. 


— —_ 


| Thendw Jt uchlavgter to be ave 
As pzeſent age and ene poſteritie 
Pay be adzad with hozrour of revenge, 


This is my Lozvdes the ſumme of mine aduiſe. (2 
Neither this caſe admittes debate at large, 


And though it did:this ſpeeche that hath bene ſapde, 


Hath well abzidged the tale J would haue 7 
Fully with Eubulus dw I conſent 
In all that he hath ſaide: and ik the fame 
To you my Loꝛzdes, map ſeme foꝛ beſt aduiſe, 
J with that it ſhould ſtraight be put in vꝛe. 

Py Loꝛds then let vs pzeſently departe 
And follow this that lineth vs ſo well. 

It euer time to gaine a kingdome hre 
Were offred man, now it is offred me: 
The Kealme is reft both of their king and Nuene, 
The ofſpzing of the Pꝛince is laine and dead, 
No illue now remaines, the Heire vnknowne, i. 
Che People are in armes and mutinies. 
The Nobles they are buſied how to teaſe 
Theſe great rebellious tumultes — 
And Brittaine Land now deſerte left alone 
Amid theſe bꝛoyles vncertaine where to ret, 
Dffers her ſelfe vnto that noble hart 15 
that will oz dare purſue to beare her Crone: 
Shall J that am the Dake of Alhame 
Diſcended from that line ot noble bloud. 
Which hath ſo long flouriſhed in woztby ane 
Ok valiant hartes, ſuch as in noble Bꝛeaſts 
Ok right ſhould reſt abone the baſer ſoꝛte, 
Refuſe to aduenture life to winne a Crowne?! | 
WMhom ſhall J finde enemies that will we 
Py fact herrin, if q attempt by Armes 


Theſe Dukes power tan hardly well appeaſe | 
But 


The people that altar are in armes. 


To ſæhe the Fame noi in theſe times of bꝛople, 
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Vut denden — dd, 

3s not my ſtrength in power avoue the beſt 

Df all theſe Loꝛds now lelt in Bꝛitaine land. | 
And though they ſhould match me with power of men; - / 
Pet doubtfull is the channce of baftailes OO 
Jf victozs of the field we may depart, 


Durs is the lcepter then ofgreat Bꝛitaine, 
If llaine amid the plaine thts bodie be, 


Mine enemies pet thall not denie me this, 
But that J died guung the noble charge 

Lo hazard life fo2 conqueſt of a Crowne 
Fo2thwith therefoꝛe will J in poſt depart 
To Albunye, and raiſe in armour there 

Ali power J can: and here my ſecrete frends 
By ſecrete p2actife ſhall ſollicite till 


To eke to winne to me the peoples harts. 


Actus quintus. Scena ſecunda. 
Eubnlus.Cltyn. Mundud. G wenard. Aroſtus. Nuntius. 


O Joue, hob are theſe peoples harts abuſde: Eubulus. 
hat blindfurie thus headlong carries them? 

T hat though ſo many bokes,ſonany rolles 

Ok auncient time of recozd what greeuous plagues " 
Light on theſe Rebels ape, and though ſo oft # 
Their cares haue heard their aged fathers tell * 


2 That iuſt reward theſe traitours ſtill receiue. 


Pea though themſelues haue leene der pe death and bloud 
By ſtrangling coꝛd and ſlaughter of the ſ\wozd 

Lo ſuch aſſignde, yet can they not beware: 

Pet can they not ſtap their rebelhous hands, 

But ſuffering to fowle treaſon to diſtaine 


| Their wzetched minds,fozget their loyail bart, 


Retect all truth, and riſe againſt their pꝛince, 

A ruthfull caſe, that thoſe whom duties bound, 
Whom graftedLawe by nature, truth and faith 
Bound to pꝛeſerue their ©ountry and their Ring, 


Bozne to defend their mon welth and pzince, 


G. Euen 


NW 


"he Tragedye 


Euen they ſhould giue conſent thus toſubuert 
The Bzitaine land, and from the wombe ſhould bing 
(Dnatiue ſoile) thoſe, that will needes deſtroy | 
And ruine ther and ene themſelues in ine: 
Fo2 lo, when once the Duke had offered Grace 
Of pardonſweet (the multitude milled 
By traiterous fraud of their vngratious heads) 
One ſoꝛt that ſawe the daungerous ſucceſſe 
Ol ſtubboꝛne ſtanding in rebellious warre, 
And kuew the difference of pzinces power, 
From headles number oftumultuous — 
Whom common countries care and pꝛiuate feare 
Taught to repent the · terrour of their rage, 
Laid hands vpon the Captaines ot their band, 
And bzought them bound vnto the mightie Dukes. | 
Another ſo2t not truſting vet ſo well 
The truth ok pardon, oꝛ miſtruſtingmoze 
Their owne offence then that they ſhould conteiue 
Such hope of pardon foz ſo fowle miſdeebe; 
D2 foꝛ that they their Captaines could not veeld, | 
Who fearing to be y&lded fled befoze, rl 
Stole home by filence of the ſecrete night. 
The third vnhappie and vnraged ſoꝛt 
Ol deſperate harts, who ſtaindin pzinces bloud, 
From traiterous furour could not be withdzawne 
Wp loue, by la we, by grate ne pet by feare, 
Wy pꝛoffered life, ne pet by thꝛeatened death, 
Mith minds hope les of life, dꝛeadles of death, 
Careles of country, and alveles of God: 
Stad bent to fight as Furies did them moue 
CUith valiant death to cloſe their traiterous life: 
Theſe all by power ofhozſemen were oppꝛeſt, 
And with reuenging ſwoꝛd Caine in the field, 
Oz with the ſtrangling toꝛd hangd on tho trees, 
Where yet the carrten Cartaſes dw pzoche 
The fruits that rebels reape of their vpzoars, 
And ofthe murder of their ſacred pꝛinte/, 
But loe, where do appꝛoch the noble Dukes, 
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of Gorboduc. 


/ By whom theſe. tumults haue bene thus appeaſde, 

'  Jthinke the wozld willnowaflength beware Cleryn, 
And feare to put on armes againlt theirpzinre, 12 
A not: thoſe traiterous harts that do rebell, Mandud 
let them behold the wide and hugie fields 
= Uithbloud and bodie ſpꝛed with rebels llaine, 
The luſtie tres clothed with cozpſes dead | | 
| That ſtrangled with the cozd do hang therein. 
Ad Aiuſtrewardſuch as all times befoze 

| Haueeuerlotted to thoſe wꝛetched folkes. 

a VBut what meanes he that commeth here ſo faſte wenard. 
: Wy Lo2ds,as dutie and my froth doth mwue, Nuntius. 
And ol my Country wozke and careinme, | 
That ik the ſpendingof my bꝛeath auaile 

To do the ſeruice that my hart deſires, 
2 would not ſhun to imbꝛate a pꝛeſent death, . 
| So haue J now in that wherein J thought 3 
My trauaile might perfourme ſome god effect 

2 Uentred my lite to bꝛing theſe tidings here. 
f | Fergus the mightie Duke of Albany 

Js nowe in armes, and lodgeth in the field 
7 With twontie thouſand men, hither he bends 
Bis ſpeedie march, and minds to inuade the crowne, 
Daily he gathereth ſtrength, and ſpꝛeads abꝛoad 
That to this Realme no certaine heire remaines 
That Bzitaine land is left without a guide, 
That he the ſcepter ſekes, foz nothing els 
But to pꝛeſerue the people and the land os 
2 Which nowremaine as ſhippe without a ſerne: 
= Loe this is that which J haue hereto ſaid. ; | 
; Is this his faith: and ſhall he falſip thus Clotyn 
N Abuſe the vauntage ol vnhappie times? | 
| O wzetched Land, if his outragious pꝛide, 
Dis cruell and vntempzed wilfulnes, 
| deepe diſſembling ſhewes of falſe pzetence 
DOhould once attaine the Crowne of Bꝛitaine land, 
f Let vs my Loꝛds, with timely fozce reſiſt 
The new attempt ot this 82 common foe, '5 
4 U. | 


7 0 


Aroſtus. | 


The Tragedye 


* 1 8 As we wouldquench the flames of connnon fire. 
"i Mandud. Though we remaine without a certaine pꝛinte 
* 7 To weld the realme, oz guide the wandzing rule, 
Pet now the common mother ot vs all, | 
Our natiue lande, our country that contatnes | 
Our wiues, childzen, uindꝛed our ſelues and all 
That euer is oꝛ map be deare to man, 
Cries vnto vs to helpe our ſelues and her: 
Let vs aduanunce our powers to rep:clle 
This growing foe of all our liberties. 4 55 
55 wenard. Yea let vs ſo my Loꝛds with haſtie (pede, 
# | And pe (O Gods)ſende vs the welcome death, 
1 To ſhed our bloud in fleld, and leaue vs not 
In lothſome life to linger out dur liues, ? 
Lo ſe the hugie heapes of theſe miſhaps, Wy 4 
That now rolldowne vponthe wzetched lande _ 
Where emptie place of pzinccly gouernaunce, 
Po certaine taynow left of doubtles hetre, 
Thus leaue this guideles realme an open paay 8 
To endleſſe ſtoꝛmes and waſte ol ciuill warre. 
Aroſtus. Chat ve, my Loꝛds, do ſo agree in one 
To ſaue pour country from the violent raigne 
And wzongfully vſurpedty2annie 
Dk him that thzeatens conqueſt of you all, 
To laue pour reaime, and in this realme your ſelues 
From foꝛraine thꝛaldome of ſo pꝛoud a pꝛince, 
Much dw J pꝛaile, and J beſeech the Gods 
With happie honour to requite it pau. 
But, O my Loꝛds , ſith now the heauens wzath 
1 Hath reft this lande the iſſue of their pzince: 
1 Sith ot the bodie of our late ſoueraigne Loꝛzd 
779 Remaines no mo, ſince the pong kings be llaine, 
And of the title of the deſcended Crowne 
Uncertainly the diuers mindes do thinke, - 
Euen of the learned ſozte,andmoze vntertainlie 
Will partiall fancie and affection dame: 
But moſt vncertainly will climbing pꝛide 
And hope of reigne withozaw from ſundꝛie a”; 
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2 The donbffull right and hopefull luſt to reigne, 

- When once this noble ſeruice is atchiued 
Foz Brittaine Land the Mother ol pe all, 

/ When once ve haue with armed fozce repꝛeſt, 
The pꝛoud attempts of this A bantan Pzince, 
That thzeatens thꝛaldome to your Natiue Land, 
- When ye ſhall vanquithers returne from feelde 
And linde the Pꝛinmely ſtate an open pꝛap, 

to gremdy luſt and ta vſurping power, 
Then, then my Lo2ocs)tf euer kindely care 


Pk ancient honour of your aunceſtours, 


Pl pꝛeſent wealth and nobleſſe of your (tockes: 

Pea of the lines and ſafetie yet to come 

Pk pour dere wiues pour Childzen and your ſelucs 

Pight moue your noble hartes with gentle tuthe, 

Then, then haue pittie on the tozne eſtate. 

Then helpe to ſalue the well ners hopeles ſoꝛe 

Thich ye ſhall do, if you your ſelues withholde 

The lleaing knife from your owne mothers thzoate, 

Her ſhall you ſaue, and you and yours in her, 

If pe ſhall all with one aſſent fozbeare 

Once to lap hand, oz take vnto your (clues, 

The Cro une vp colour of pꝛetended right; 

Oz by what other meanes ſo euer it be, 

Till firſt by common tounſell of you all 0 

In Parliament the Kegall Diadem, } 

Be et in certaine place of gouernaunce, . | 

In which your Parliament and in your chaiſe, 

2? Pzefer the right (my Lozdes) without reſpec 

Pek ſtrength of frendes,02 whatſoeuer cauſe 

/ Thatmayletfozwardany others parte, 

> Foz right will laſt, and w2ong can not endure, - 

Xight meane J his oz hers,vpon whoſe name 
The people reſt by meane of Natiue line, 

DO! by the vertue of ſome fozmer Lawe, 

Alreadie made their title to aduaunce: 

Such one (my Loꝛds) let be pour choſen Ring, 


Duch one ſo bozne within yu natiue Land | 
G. ih. Duch 


Eubulus. 


Such one — no =. admit, 
The heauie yoake of fozreine gouernaunce, 
Let fozreine titles yeelde to Publike wealth, 
And with that hart wherwithye now pꝛepare 
thus to withſtand the pꝛoude tnuading foe, 
With that ſame hart (my Lozdes)keepe out alſo 
Unnaturall thzaldomeof ſtrangers reigne, 

Ne ſuffer you againſt the rules ofkinde, 


Pour Pother Land to ſerue a Fozreine Pꝛince, 


Loe heere the end of Brutus ropall 1 


And loe the entrie to the wofall wzack 
And vtter ruine of this noble Nealme. 


the ropall Ring, and eke his Sonnes are ſlaine, 
No Ruler reſtes within the Regall ſeate: 
the Yeire to whom the Scepter longes, vnknowen: 
that to the fozce of fozreine Pzinces power, 
Whome vauntage of pour wꝛetched ſtate 

By ſodaine Armes to gaine ſo rich a Realme, 

And to the pꝛoude and greedy minde at home 
Mhome blinded luſt to reigne leades to aſpire, 
Loe Brittaine Realme is left an open pꝛape, 

A pꝛeſent ſpople by Conqueſt to enſue, 

ho ſecth not now how manp riſing mindes 


Do fed their thoughts, with hope to reach a realme 


And who will not by fozce attempt to winne 

Do great a gaine that hope perſwades to haue: 

A ſimple colour hall foz title ſerue, 

Who winnes the ropall Crown will want no right 
Noz ſuch as ſhall diſplape by long diſcent 

A lpniall race to pzonehimſelfe.a King, 

In the meane while theſe cyuill armes ſhall rage, 
And thus a thouſand miſchefes ſhall vnfolde 


And kar and nere ſpꝛead the (O Brittaiue Land) 


All right and Law ſhall ceaſe,and he that had, 
Nothing to dape, to mozrow ſhall eniop 

Great heapes of god, and he that flowed in nn 
Loe he ſhall be rekt of life and all, 


And happielt he that then polſeſleth leath, EU 
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The wines ſhall ſufferrape,the maidens delloured 
And Childꝛen Fatherlesthall-wepe and walle; 
Nlith fier and Swoꝛd thynatiue folke ſhall periche, 
: DneKinſmanſhall bereaue an others life, 
| The Father ſhall vnwitting lay the Sonne, 
The Sonne ſhall dea the Sire and know it not: 
Maomen and maides the cruell Douldiers Sword 
Shall pearce to death, and ſillie Childzen loe 
That plaping in the ſtrætes and feldes are found, 
By violent hand ſhall cloſe their latter day, 
M hoine ſhall the fierce and bloudie Souldier 
2 Reſerue to life, whome ſhall he ſpare from death? 
Ceuen thou (O wꝛetched Mother) halle aliue 
Thou ſhalt beholde thy deere and only Childe 
: Slaine with the ſwoꝛd while he vet ſuckes thy bꝛeſt 
Joe, giltles bloud ſhall thus eche where be ſhed: 
Typus (hall the waſted ſople peelde foꝛth no fruite 
But dearty and famine (hall poſſeſſe the Land. 
The Townes (hall be conſumed and burnt with fier 
Che peopled Citties chall waxe deſolate, 
And thou (O Brittaine Land) whilome in renowne, 
Nhilome in wealth and fame (halt thus be toane. 
Dilmembꝛed thus, and thus be rent in twaine, 
Thus waſted and defaced,ſpoyled and deſtroyed: 
Thele be the kruites your cyuill warres will bzing. 
Herrto it comes when Ringes will not conſent, 
To graue aduice, but follow wilfull will: 
This is the end, when in vong Pꝛinces hartes 
Felattery pꝛeuailes, and ſage rede hath no place: 
Theſe are the plagues when murder is the meane 
To make new Heires vnto the Ropall Crowne. 
Thus wzeak the Gods when that v mothers wzath 
= Nought but the blond ot her own childe may (wage 
Theſe miſcheefes ſpzinges when rebells will ariſe, 
To wogke reuenge and iudge their Pꝛinces fact, 
This, this enſues when noble men do faile 
In lopall troth, and ſubiectes will be Ringes. 


And this doth grow, when loe vnto the Paince, 
Whome 
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